Office of the Board of Councillors’

MEKLIGANJ MUNICIPALITY

MEKLIGANJ :COOCHBEHAR
Mobile No. :- 91-7365844429 e-mail ID :— mekliganj.m@gmail.com

Memo No:- 911/MM/IV-17/25-26 Dated:-20/08/2025

NOTICE INVITING e- TENDER
NIeT No.- 12/MKG/NIeT/2025-26

The Executive Officer, Mekliganj Municipality, invites sealed competitive online Bid on percentage
rate Basis (Two-part System) from reliable and resourceful Companies/Firms/Contractors having
experience and acumen in similar nature of works as noted below the eligibility and depicted hereunder
for participating in the e-Bid.

1. List of schemes:-

Sl Name of the Work Estimated Earnest Cost price Period of
No Amount put to Money (Rs.) of Bid Completi
tender (shown in documents | on
(Rs.) website)
1.
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW PUBLIC 2% of estimated

TOILET BLOCK (10 SEATED TOILET & 10 2627039.00 Amount put o | o 5000 00| gq days
SEATED URINAL) AT MEKLIGANJ SD tender.
HOSPITAL AT WARD NO- 1 UNDER

MEKLIGANJ MUNICIPALITY. (MODEL C)

1. In the event of e-Filing intending tenderer may download the tender document from the website directly by
the help of Digital Signature Certificate.

2. In the event of online submission, both technical Bid and Financial Bid will be submitted concurrently duly
digitally signed in the Website http://wbtenders.gov.in, Corrigendum and/or addendum will be available in the
e-Procurement portal.

3. The entire technical proposal consisting of —

i) Al (Statutory Cover) Notice Inviting e-Tender, Technical Details, Prequalification Application.

ii) A2(Non Statutory Cover).

2. Scope of Work CONSTRUCTION OF NEW PUBLIC TOILET BLOCK.

3. Location of
Work: Within Mekliganj Municipal areas.

4. Eligibility to A.(i)Intending tenderers should produce credentials of a similar
participate in nature of work of the minimum value of 40% of the estimated
the Bid amount put to tender during 5(Five) years prior to the date of issue

of the tender notice;
OR-

(i1) Intending tenderers should produce credentials of 2(two) similar
nature of work, each of the minimum value of 30% of the estimated
amount put to tender during 5(five) years prior to the date of issue of




the tender notice; —
OR-

(iii)) Intending tenderers should produce credentials of one single
running work of similar nature which has been completed to the
extent of 80% or more and value of which is not less than the desired
value at (a) above;

B. Having average audited annual turnover (in 3CB format) of at least 40 %
of amount put to tender in preceding three Financial years from the
publication of this NIT.

C. Valid Bank solvency Certificate not less than 40 % of amount put to
tender (from any Indian scheduled / nationalized bank) within last 12
(twelve) months from date of publication of this NIT.

D. GST, P. Tax Clearance Certificates and receipts (current), PAN Card, L.T.
Return, ESI and EPF registration etc.

N.B. — 1. No joint venture, consortium etc will be accepted. Work completed
as sub-contractor will also not be accepted as credential.

Documents to
be produced in
support of
Credential —
Bid Part-I
Prequalification
Documents)

A successful performance and completion certificate have to be furnished
and may be supplemented with work order along with payment certificate
issued by the competent authority in support of credibility in terms with
eligibility criteria depicted in this Notice (Ref: Sl. No. 4 :Eligibility to
participate in the Bid). Besides this, following documents shall have to be
furnished:

Particulars of ownership/partnership or Board of Directors
pertaining to the Organization/Company/Firm

Valid GST, P. Tax Clearance Certificates and receipts (current), PAN Card
(including preceding three years IT return), Trade license, ESI and EPF
registration etc.

Valid Bank solvency Certificate

Valid documents in support of Audited Annual Turnover in full
3CB format

Experience and address, fax & telephone nos., mobile no., & e-mail, ID
nos. of the firm.

All documents in original to be produced in due course of time as &
when asked by the Bid Inviting Authority.




Other terms
and
conditions
of the
credentials:

1. Payment certificate will not be treated as credential;

2. Credential certificate issued by the Executive Engineer
or equivalent or competent authority of a State / Central
Government, State / Central Government undertaking,
Statutory / Autonomous bodies constituted under the
Central / State statute, on the executed value of completed /
running work will be taken as credential.

No credential will be considered as valid unless it is supported
by work order, price schedule or BOQ of work and completion
certificate mentioning the date of completion issued by the
competent authority not below the rank of Executive Engineer
or equivalent or competent authority of a State / Central
Government, State / Central Government undertakings,
Statutory / Autonomous bodies constituted under the Central /
State Statute. The completion certificate should indicate the
value of the work (equal to booked expenditure).

3. Technical Personal Certificate will have to be submitted as
per Section — B, Form — III of this NIT.

N.B. The credential certificate for completed works should
contain (a) Name of work (b) Estimated Amount(c) Tendered
amount, (d) Value of executed work (e)Date of Completion
of project along with telephone number & detail address for
communication of client must be indicated in the Credential
Certificate./Non Statutory Documents]

Earnest Money

Earnest money (2% of the estimated amount put to tender) shall be remitted
by the tenderer through ICICI Payment Gateway or through net-banking or
NEFT or RTGS in respect of tender ID. Every such transfer shall be done on
or after the date of publish of NIeT. Any tender without such online payment
of EM (Except exemption as per G.O.) shall be treated as informal and shall
be automatically cancelled. Online transfer of Earnest Money receipt
(scanned copy) shall be uploaded as statutory document. Such 2% of earnest
money will automatically converted into the Security Deposit in respect of
successful tenderer.

Additional Performance security deposit @10% of the accepted amount is to
be deposited in due course as per GoOWB norms if the accepted amount is
found to be @80% or less than the amount put to tender as per GO No.4608
f(y) Dt.18.07.2018

Cost price of
Bid documents

As stated above (SL No. 1).
Also successful bidder has to purchase two sets tender documents from the
ULB at the time of agreement.




Date and Time
Schedule :-

I\SI:;. Particulars Date and Time
a) | Date of uploading of NIeB. And Bid 22/08/2025 at
Documents online) (Publishing Date) 10:00 A.M.
b) | Documents download/sell start date 22/08/2025 At
(Online) 11:00 A.M.
c) Bid submission start date (On line) 22/08/2025 At
11:30 A.M.
d) | Bid Submission closing (On line) 06/09/2025 At
02:00 P.M.
e) | Bid opening date — Technical Proposals | 08/09/2025 At
(Online) 02:00 P.M.
f) Date of uploading list — Technically To be notified
Qualified Bidders (online) later
g) | Date and Place — opening of Financial To be notified
Proposal (Online) during uploading
of Technical
Evaluation Sheet
of Bidders
h) | Date of uploading of list of qualified To be notified
bidders along with the offer rates through | later.
(on line),
1) Date of rate negotiation To be notified
through offline with L1 bidder only (if later.
necessary).

10. | Time of Time of completion of the Contract is 90 (ninety) calendar days from the
completion date of issuance of Work Order.
11. | Site inspection Intending Bidders are required to inspect the site of the Project with

& general
information

particular reference to location and infrastructure facilities. They are to make
a careful study with regard to availability of materials and their sources and
all relevant factors as might affect their rates and prices. They are also
acquainted with relevant IS specifications with latest amendments, Clauses
& Sub Clauses of the Bid documents, prevailing Govt. circulars & orders
and to have fully acquainted with all details of work front, communications,
underground utility services, seasonal weather and its variation, labours,
water supply, existing & proposed site levels, position and diversion of
transportation and barricading , if required, electricity and any other general
information including topological condition & existing level and level
pertaining to and needed — the work to be completed in time properly.




12. | Bid documents A full set of Bid documents consists of 2 Parts. These are
PART I :-Containing all documents in relation to the name of the firm
applied — and credential possessed along with all documents as depicted in
S1. No. 4 along with this NieB and its all corrigenda’s.

And
Section A: General specifications of materials to be used for house
Connections.
PART II :-Containing the Following Document.
Bid Price / Price Schedule.(.xIs format)

13. | Validity of Bid A Bid submitted shall remain valid for a period of 180 calendar days from
the date set for opening of Bids. Any extension of this validity period if
required will be subject to concurrence of the Lowest Bidder.

14. | Withdrawal of A Bid once submitted shall not be withdrawn within the validity period. If

Bid any Bidder/Bidders withdraw his/their Bid(s) within the validity period then
Earnest Money as deposited by him/them will be forfeited.
15. | Acceptance of The “Executive Officer, Mekliganj Municipality” will accept the Bid on
Bid recommendation of appropriate authority of MED. He does not bind himself
to accept otherwise the lowest Bid and reserves to himself/herself the right to
reject any or all of the Bids received without assigning any reason thereof.

16. | Intimation The successful Bidder will be notified in writing of the acceptance of his
Bid. The Bidder then becomes the “Contractor” and he shall forthwith take
steps to execute formal Contract Agreement in appropriate “ W.B. form-
2911 “ with the “The Executive Officer, Mekliganj Municipality,” and fulfil
all his obligations as required by the Contract.

17. | Escalation of There will be no escalation in cost for materials or labour and the contract

Cost price mentioned in the contract stands valid till completion of the contract,
and other obligation, if any.

18. | Name & Sub- Assistant Engineer, Mekliganj Municipality,

address of Mekliganj. Cooch Behar.
Engineer-In-
Charge
(EIC) of the
Work
19. | Execution of The Contractor is liable to execute the whole work as per direction and
Work instruction of the Sub- Assistant Engineer, Mekliganj Municipality who is
the “Engineer-in- Charge” of the work.

20. | Payment Payment will be made to the successful Bidder by the “Executive Officer,
Mekliganj Municipality” periodically.

After the Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning work for the said
project will be fully certified by the Engineer then the relevant payment will
be processed.

21. | Influence Any attempt to exercise undue influence in the matter of acceptance of Bid is
strictly prohibited and any Bidder who resorts to this will render his Bid
liable to rejection.

22. | Qualification The tender inviting and accepting Authority through a “Tender Evaluation

Criteria Committee” will determine the eligibility of each bidder. The bidders shall




have to meet all the minimum criteria regarding:

1)  Financial Capacity
2)  Technical Capability comprising of personnel & equipment capability
3) Experience / Credential

The eligibility of a bidder will be ascertained on the basis of the document(s)
in support of the minimum criteria as mentioned above and the declaration
executed through prescribed affidavit in non-judicial stamp paper of
appropriate value duly notarized. If any document submitted by a bidder is
either manufactured or false in such cases the eligibility of the bidder /bidder
will be rejected at any stage without any prejudice.

23.

Additional Additional Performance Security @ 10% of the tender amount shall be
Performance obtained from the successful bidder if the accepted bid value is 80% or less
Security of the estimate put to tender.

The Additional Performance Security shall be submitted in the form of Bank
Guarantee from any Scheduled Bank before issuance of the Work Order. If
the bidder fails to submit the Additional Performance Security within seven
working days from the date of issuance of Letter of Acceptance, his/her
Earnest Money will be forfeited and other necessary actions as per NIT like
blacklisting of the agency, etc. may be taken. The Bank Guarantee shall have
to be valid up to end of the Contract Period and shall be renewed
accordingly, if required.

The Bank Guarantee shall be returned immediately on successful completion
of the contract. If the bidder fails to complete the work successfully, the
Additional Performance Security shall be forfeited at any time during the
pendency of the contract period after serving proper notice to the agency.
Necessary provisions regarding deduction of security deposit from the
progressive bills of the agency as per relevant clauses of the contract shall in
no way be altered/ affected by provision of this Additional Performance
Security.

Following clauses are to be adhering to by the concerned Bidder during the process of Bidding.

24. | In case office faces sudden closure owing to reason beyond the scope and control of "The Executive
Officer, Mekliganj Municipality", any of last date/dates as schedule in Sl. No 8 may be extended up-
to/to next and following working day without issuing further and separate notice should the "The
Executive Officer, Mekliganj Municipality", feels it to be necessary and exigent.

25. | Persons having authenticated and having registered Power of Attorney may be considered lawfully
becoming to be acting on and for behalf of the Bidder.

26. | Sufficient care has been taken to avoid variance in between the contents of the listed
Documents in the Bid document. However, if there is any variance between the contents of different
documents, the provision of documents appearing earlier in the list shall prevail over the same
provided in the contents coming later.

27. | Imposition of any duty/tax/rule etc. owing to change /application in legislations/enactment shall be
considered as a part of the contract and to be adhering to by the Bidder/Contractor strictly.

28. | Bid Acceptance Authority is the "The Executive Officer, Mekliganj Municipality".




29.

In case of any dispute arising from any clauses of similar nature between bid documents and “ W.B.
form-2911 “ the decision of the autharity, will be final and binding.

30.

All usual deductions for taxes as applicable i.e. GST (as per Govt. Norms.), IT, and Labour welfare
cess etc. as applicable will be made from the bills from time to time.

31.

No conditional Bid shall be entertained.

32.

In the event of e-Filing intending bidder may download the Bid document from the

website http://wb.tender.gov.in directly by the help of Digital Signature Certificate &

necessary cost of Bid document (if any) may be remitted through demand draft/ pay

order issued from any nationalized bank in favour of “The Executive Officer, Mekliganj
Municipality", payable at Mekliganj & same may be documented along with earnest money Deposit
through e-Filling, (scanned copy to be submitted)(Details of which has been narrated in “Instruction
to Bidders”).Technical Bid & Financial Bid both will be submitted concurrently duly digitally
signed in the Website http://etender.wb.nic.in. Bid document may be downloaded from website &
submission of Technical Bid/Financial Bid as per Bid Schedule.

33.

The Bidder, at the Bidder’s own responsibility and risk is encouraged to visit and examine the site of
works and its Surroundings and obtain all information that may be necessary for preparing the Bid
and entering into a contract for the work as mentioned in the Notice inviting Bid, the cost of visiting
the site shall be at the Bidder’s own expense. Traffic management and execution shall be the
responsibility of the Agency at his/her/their risk and cost.

34.

Prospective applicants are advised to note carefully the minimum qualification criteria as
Mentioned in ‘Instructions to Bidders’ before bidding.

35.

During scrutiny, if it is come to the notice to Bid inviting authority that the credential
or any other papers found incorrect/manufactured/fabricated, that Bidder will not be allowed to
participate in the Bid and that application will be out rightly rejected without any prejudice.

36.

Before issuance of the work order, the Bid inviting authority may verify the Credential & other
documents with the original of the lowest bidder if found necessary. After verification, if it is found
that such documents submitted by the lowest bidder is either manufacture or false, in that case,
L.O.A./ work order will not be issued in favour of the bidder under any circumstances.

37.

If any discrepancy arises between two similar clauses on different notifications, the decision of the
TIA on recommendation of the Executive Engineer, Jalpaiguri Division of Municipal Engineering
Directorate is final & binding.

38.

Contractor shall have to comply with the provisions of (a) the contract labour (Regulation Abolition)
Act. 1970(b) Apprentice Act. 1961 and (c) minimum wages Act.1948 of the notification thereof or
any other laws relating thereto and the rules made and order issued there under from time to time.

39.

Where an individual person holds a digital certificate in his own name duly issued to him

against the company or the firm of which he happens to be a director or partner, such individual
person shall, while uploading any Bid for and on behalf of such company or firm, invariably upload
a copy of registered power of attorney showing clear authorization in his favour, by the rest of the
directors of such company or the partners of such firm, to upload such Bid. The power of attorney
shall have to be registered in accordance with the provisions of the Registration Act, 1908.




40.

Any legal matter will be settled within the jurisdiction of Hon’ble District Judges Court at Cooch
Behar, Dist.-Cooch Behar, West Bengal.

41.

The successful Bidder will remain liable for following with West Bengal Contract Labour
(Regulation & Abolition) Act 1970 and necessary certificates from appropriate authority to be
submitted within 07 (seven) days from the date of issue of work order, otherwise the work order will
be cancelled.

42.

Payment will be as per the BOQ of work. Security Deposit @ 8%(eight percent)/ as per
prevailing Govt. Order, will be deducted from each and every running bill in addition to
Earnest Money deposit of 2% The entire deducted amount will be refunded without any interest
only after successful completion of the whole work in all respect as after full satisfaction of E.I.C.
30% of the Security Deposit money shall be refunded on expiry of 4 (four) years and balance 70%
shall be refunded after expiry of 5 (five ) years from the date of completion of the work as par
Notification No. 5784-PW/L&A/2M-175/2017 dt. 12.09.2017 of Principal Secretary, PWD and
relevant clause of Form no. 2911.

43.

In case if there be any objection regarding Prequalification of the Agency, that should be lodged to
the tender inviting authority within 2 days from the date of publication of list of qualified agency
and be yond that time schedule no objection will be entertained.

44.

If any agency allotted two or more work, he has to mobilize man / machinery at each place and all
works will be taken simultaneously and completed at per respective time period of tender
stipulation.

45.

The tender inviting authority reserves the right to deny or accept or reject any or all the applications
and to annul the tendering process, at any point of time without any obligation & assigning any
reasons what- so-ever.

46.

A prospective bidder shall be allowed to participate in a single job either in the capacity of
individual or as a partner of a firm. If it found to have applied severally in a single job, all his
application will be rejected for that job.

47.

No Mobilization Advance and Secured Advance will be allowed.

48.

The Contractor will remain liable for West Bengal Contract Labour (Regulation & Abolition) Rules
in force and necessary minimum wages act, 1948.

49.

All G.O. issued by the Finance Department, Government of West Bengal and /PW Department,
Government of West Bengal, related to e-Tender prior to the date of invitation is wholly, solely and
squarely applicable.

50.

If any inquiry or application regarding Technical Evaluation, should be made within 48 Hours of
uploading of Technical Bid otherwise later it will be not entertained.

51.

TIA may call for any document at any stage of tendering process through online shortfall notice.
The document(s) in possession of bidder on the date of submission of original tender only can be
placed to the TIA through online mode only. Any type of generation of document after the date of
original tender submission shall not be accepted.

52.

Bid shall remain valid for a period not less than 120 (one hundred twenty) days from the last date of
submission of Financial Bid / Sealed Bid. If the bidder withdraws the bid during the validity period
of bid, the earnest money as deposited will be forfeited forthwith without assigning any reason
thereof.

53.

The Prospective Bidder shall have to execute the work in such a manner so that appropriate service
level of the work is maintained during progress of work and a period as defective liability period
from the date of successful completion of the work to the entire satisfaction of the Authority. If any




defect / damage is found during the period as mentioned above, the contractor shall make the same
good at his own cost to the specification at par with instant project work. On failure to do so, penal
action against the contractor will be imposed by the Authority as deem fit. The contractor may quote
his rate considering the above aspect.

54.

The Bidder, at his own responsibility and risk is encouraged to visit and examine the site of
works/sample of the goods to be supplied and obtain all information that may be necessary for
preparing the Bid and entering into a contract for the work as mentioned in the Notice Inviting
Tender, before submitting offer with full satisfaction, the cost of visiting the site shall be at his own
expense.

55.

The intending Bidders shall clearly understand that whatever may be the outcome of the present
invitation of Bids, no cost of Bidding shall be reimbursable by the Authority. The tender accepting
authority through a Tender Evaluation Committee reserves the right to accept or reject any offer
without assigning any reason whatsoever and is not liable for any cost that might have been incurred
by any Bidder up to the stage of Bidding.

56.

The Authority, reserves the right to cancel the N.I.T. due to unavoidable circumstances and no claim
in this respect will be entertained.

57.

Site of work and necessary drawings may be handed over to the agency phase wise. No claim in this
regard will be entertained.

58.

The Bidder, at his own responsibility and risk is encouraged to visit and examine the site of works
and its surroundings and obtain all information that may be necessary for preparing the Bid and
entering into a contract for the work as mentioned in the Notice Inviting Tender, before submitting
offer with full satisfaction, the cost of visiting the site shall be at his own expense.

59.

Tendering authority/Engineer in charge reserves the rights for the selection of makes/brands and
quantity of all materials/equipments mentioned in the BOQ or vendor list. More than one
makes/brands and quantity may be asked to utilize for the execution of the work for the interest of
the municipality to ensure the best quality of work. The authority would provide consent/
permission regarding the makes/ brands and quantity of materials mentioned in the BOQ/Vendor
list, the agency has to carry out accordingly otherwise may lead to cancellation of the agreement and
forfeit of security deposit/earnest money whichever is more. The intending bidders may be
requested to quote the rates keeping all these conditions in mind.

60.

Prevailing safety norms has to be followed so that LTI (Loss of time due to injury) is zero.

61.

In connection with the work, Arbitration will not be allowed.

62.

The work is URGENT in nature and the agency entrusted with it shall have to complete the work
within the stipulated time as per NleT without any failure.

63.

A prospective bidder participating in a single job either individually or as a partner of a firm shall
not be allowed to participate in the same job in any other form.

e

Executive Officer
Mekliganj Municipality




INSTRUCTION TO BIDDER/BIDDERS
SECTION — A

1. General guidance - e-Biding
Instructions/ Guidelines - bidders - electronic submission of the Bids have been annexed - assisting them to
participate in e-Biding.

2. Registration of Bidder

Any Bidder willing to take part in the process of e-Biding will have to be enrolled and registered with the
Government e-procurement system, through logging on to https://wb.tender.gov.in The Bidder is to click on
the link - e-Biding site as given on the web portal.

3. Digital Signature certificate (DSC)

Each Bidder is required to obtain a class-II or Class-III Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) - submission of
Bids, from the Contractor of the National Information’s Centre (NIC) or any other bonafide Contractor on
payment of requisite amount. Details are available at the Web Site stated in Clause 2 of Guideline to Bidder.
DSC is given as a USB e-Token.

4. The contractor can search and download NleB and Bid Documents Electronically from computer once he
logs on to the website mentioned in Clause 2 using the Digital Signature Certificate. This is the only mode of
collection of Bid Documents.

5. Submission of Bids.

General process of submission, Bids are to be submitted through online to the website stated in Cl. 2 in two
folders at a time - each work, one in Technical Proposal and the other is Financial Proposal be-e the
prescribed date and time using the Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) the documents are to be uploaded virus
scanned copy duly Digitally Signed. The documents will get encrypted (trans-med into non readable -mats).

A. Technical proposal
The Technical proposal should contain scanned copies of the following further two covers (folders).

A-1. Statutory Cover Containing

1. Prequalification Document
i. As per Sl. No. 4
ii. Prequalification Application (Sec-B, Form —I)
iii. Scanned Copy of earnest money (EMD) payment as prescribed in the Nle-B

2. NleB (download and upload the same Digitally Signed)
3. Technical Document (7o be filled, scanned & digitally signed)

i. Financial Statement (Section — B, form — II).
ii. Affidavits (Ref:-Declaration Of The Bidder )
iii. Bank Solvency Certificate.

iv. Form III & IV of Section B.

v. Declaration by the Bidder.

A-2. Non statutory Cover Containing/My Documents



i. Registration Certificate under Company Act. (if any).
ii. Registered Deed of partnership Firm/ Article of Association and Memorandum
iii. Power of Attorney (- Partnership Firm/ Private Limited Company, if any)

iv. Tax Audit Report in 3 CB Form along with Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss A/c - the last
five years(year just preceding the current Financial Year will be considered as year — I)

v. Clearance Certificate - the Current Year issued by the Assistant Registrar of
Co-Op(S) (ARCS) bye laws are to be submitted by the Registered labour Co-Op(S) Engineers’ Co.-Opt.(S)

vi. List of machineries possessed by own/arranged through lease deed along with authenticated documents of

lease / sub-lease / hire basis etc.

vii. List of technical staff along with structure and organization (Section — B, Form — III).

Note: - Failure of submission of any of the above mentioned documents (as stated in A1 and A2) will render
the Bid liable to be summarily rejected.

Intending Bidders should upload Non-Statutory documents as per following folders in My
Document:

E-Bidding system of
Government of West

Bengal
Bidder Document
Sub Category
Master
SIL No. Category Name Sub Category | Sub Category Description
Name
A CERTIFICATES
Al. 1. GST Registration
CERTIFICATES P.F/PAN / P. Tax Clearance
Certificate
2. Income Tax
Acknowledgement Receipt
( for Lat three years)
3.E.S.I Registration Certificate.
B COMPANY

DETAILS

B1. COMPANY | 1. Proprietorship Firm (Trade
DETAILS 1 License).

2. Registered Deed of
partnership Firm

3. Registration Certificate under
Company

Act. (if any). Ltd. Company
(Incorporation

Certificate , Trade License)




4. Power of Attorney (-
Partnership Firm/
Private Limited Company, if

any)
5. Society (Society Registration
copy, Trade
License)
CREDENTIAL
Cl. Similar nature Work &
CREDENTIALI Completion Certificates issued
by competent authority (as per
Sl No. 4 of NIeB)
EQUIPMENT
D1.LABOURTARY | 1. List of Machineries and
D2. CIVIL | equipment
MACHINERIES necessary - field as well as
D2. ELECTRICAL | laboratory test of
MACHINERIES all materials as per NleB
D2.
MECHNANICAL
MACHINERIES
D2.
MISCELLENEOUS
MACHINERIES
FINANCIAL
INFO
El.PL & P/L & BALANCE SHEET (As
BALANCE SHEET | per NleB)
2011-
2012
E2. PAYMENT | Payment Certificate in support
CERTIFICATE 1 of valid credential only to be
E3 PAYMENT | submitted(as per NIeB)
CERTIFICATE 2
MANPOWER
F1. TECHNICAL | 1. List of sufficiently qualified
PERSONNEL technical person
(as per SI No 4 of NIeB)
F2. TECHNICAL 1. List of technical personnel
PERSONNEL ON | employed under
CONTRACT the organisation (or on contact
basis ) in details
with name, qualification,
experience and,
address with contact number.
DECLARATION DECLARATION 1 | 1. Bank Solvency Certificate

(As per NleB)

DECLARATION 2

2. Valid Document in support of
annual turover
(As per NleB)

DECLARATION 3

3. Corrigendum and additional




document (if
any).

Note:- Failure of submission of any of the above mentioned documents (as stated in A1 & A2) will
render the Bid liable to summarily rejected for both statutory & non statutory cover. All Corrigendum
& Addendum Notices, if any, have to be digitally signed & uploaded by the contractor in the
Declaration Folder of My Documents.

B. Bid Evaluation

i. Opening and evaluation of Bid :- If any Bidder is exempted from payment of EMD, copy of relevant
Government order needs to be furnished

(applicable in case of Registered Labour Co-Operative Society).

ii. Opening of Technical proposal :- Technical proposals will be opened by the Bid Inviting Authority
electronically from the website using his/ her Digital Signature Certificate.

iii. Cover (folder) of statutory documents (vide Cl. No. 5.A-1) should be opened first and if found in order,
cover (Folder) - non-statutory documents (vide CI. No. — 5.A-2) will be opened. If there is any deficiency in
the statutory

documents the Bid will summarily be rejected.

iv. Decrypted (transformed in to readable formats) documents of the non-statutory

cover will be downloaded and handed over to the Bid Evolution Committee. Scrutiny of technical proposal
and recommendation thereafter and processing of comparative statement for acceptance etc. will be prepared
by the Bid Evolution Committee and verify by the Executive Engineer, Municipal Engineering
Directorate, under the Urban Development and Municipal Affairs Department , Govt. of West Bengal.

v. Uploading of summary list of technically qualified bidders.

vi. Pursuant to scrutiny and decision of the screening committee the summary list of eligible Bidder and for
which their proposal will be considered and uploaded in the web portals.

vii. While evaluation, the committee may summon the bidders and seek clarification / information or
additional documents or original hard copy of any of the documents already submitted and if these are not
produced within the stipulated time frame, their proposals will be liable to rejection.

C. Financial proposal
As per Sl. 11, Bid Price / Price Schedule. To be uploaded Digitally signed by the Bidder.

6. Financial capacity of a Bidder will be judged on the basis of working capital and available bid capacity as
mentioned in the NIeB to be derived from the information furnished in — FORM -I and II (Section-B) i.e.,
Application (for Pre-qualification) and Financial Statement. If an applicant feels that his/their Working
Capital beyond own resource may be insufficient, he/they may include with the application a letter of
guarantee issued by a first class Bank to supplement the applicant. This letter of guarantee should be
addressed to the Bid Inviting/ Accepting Authority and should guarantee duly specifying the name of the
project that in case of contract is awarded to the Bidder, the Bidder will be provided with a revolving line of
credit Such revolving line of credit should be maintained until the works are taken over by the Authority.

The audited Balance sheet for the last five years, net worth bid capacity etc. are to be submitted which must
demonstrate the soundness of Bidder financial position, showing long term profitability including an
estimated financial projection of the next two years.



7. Penalty for suppression / distortion of facts

Submission of false document by Bidder is strictly prohibited and in case of such act by the Bidder the
same may be referred to the appropriate authority for prosecution as per relevant IT Act with forfeiture of
earnest money forthwith.

8. Rejection of Bid

The Employer (Bid accepting authority) reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid and to cancel the
Bidding processes and reject all Bids at any time prior to the award of Contract without thereby incurring
any liability to the affected Bidder or Bidders or any obligation to inform the affected Bidder or Bidders
of the ground for Employer‘s (Bid accepting authority) action. The Bidder whose Bid has been accepted
will be notified by the Bid Inviting and Accepting Authority through acceptance letter/ Letter of
Acceptance. The Letter of Acceptance will constitute the formation of the Contract.

The Agreement in Printed Bid Form (form no. 2911) will incorporate all necessary documents, e.g.

Nle-B., all addenda-corrigendum, different filled-up forms (Section —B), Price Schedule and the same
will be executed between the Bid Accepting Authority and the successful Bidder.

St

Executive Officer
Mekliganj Municipality



SECTION - B
Form —I
PRE-QUALIFICATION APPLICATION
To
The Executive Officer,
Mekliganj Municipality,

PO:-Mekliganj, Dist:- Cooch Behar West Bengal,
West Bengal,

Ref: - Bid -

(Name of work)

NIeB No.:

Dear Sir,

Having examined the Statutory, Non statutory and NleB documents, I /we hereby submit all the necessary information
and relevant documents - evaluation. The application is made by me / us on behalf
of In the capacity

duly authorized to submit the order.

The necessary evidence admissible by law in respect of authority assigned to us on behalf of the group of firms -
Application and - completion of the contract documents is attached herewith.

We are interested in bidding - the work(s) given in Enclosure to this letter.
We understand that:

(a) Bid Inviting and Accepting Authority can amend the scope and value of
the contract bid under this project.

(b) Bid Inviting and Accepting Authority reserves the right to reject any
application without assigning any reason.

Enclo:- e-Filling:-

1. Statutory Documents
2. Non Statutory Documents

Date: -
Signature of applicant including title

and capacity in which application is made.



FI

B.1 Name of Applicant :

SECTION -B
Form - 11

NANCIAL STATEMENT

B.2 Summary of assets and liabilities on the basis of the audited financial statement of the last five financial years.

(Attach copies of the audited financial statement of the last five financial years)

1st Year 2nd Year
(Rs. In lakh) (Rs. In
lakh)

3rd Year
(Rs. In
lakh)

4th Year
(Rs. In
lakh)

5th Year
(Rs. In
lakh)

a) Current Assets :

(It should not include investment in any other firm)

b) Current liabilities :

(It should include bank over draft)

¢) Working capital : (a) — (b)

d) Net worth :

(Proprietors Capital or Partners Capital or Paid up
Capital + Reserve &surplus )

e) Bank loan/ Guarantee :

(As per clause G.2. with all sub clauses)

B.3 Annual value of construction works undertaken :

Work in hand i.e. Work order issued | As on

Ason | Ason | Ason | Ason

As on

Signed by an authorized officer of the firm

Title of the officer

Name of the Firm with Seal

Date




Declaration of the Bidder

(Affidavit to be affirmed on a Non Judicial Stamp Paper of Rs. 10/- and enclosed with the Bid
documents which is required to be submitted in time duly)

..................................................................... , aged about ...

years by OCCUPALION ....ouuiutintitiiet ettt eieeeeereeaeanes do hereby solemnly affirm and confirm
as follow:
1. That, | am the of

............................................. have duly authorized by and competent to affirm this affidavit
on behalf of the said Bidder.

2. That, I have inspected the site of work covered under NIeB (NIeB No ) circulated

through Office memo bearing No dated and have made myself

fully acquainted with the site conditions existing level/proposed level and local conditions in and
around the site of work. I have also carefully and meticulously gone through the Bid documents. Bid
of the above named Bidder is offered and submitted upon due consideration of all factors and if the
same is accepted, I on and - behalf of the a-esaid Bidder, being lawfully and duly authorized, promise
to abide by all the covenants, conditions and stipulations of the Contractual documents and to carry
out, complete the works to the satisfaction of the Bid accepting Authority of the Work and abide by
all instructions as may given by the Engineer in Charge of the work time to time. I also hereby
undertake to abide by the provisions of Law including the provisions of Contract Labour (Regulation
& Abolition) Act, Apprentice Act 1961, West Bengal Sales Tax Act, VAT Act, Income Tax Act as
would be applicable to the Contractor upon entering into -mal Contract / agreement with the Bid

Inviting/Accepting authority.

3. That I declare that, no relevant information as required to be furnished by the Bidder has been

suppressed in the Bid documents.

4. That the statement above made by me is true to my knowledge.

Deponent
Solemnly affirmed by the said

(1st class Judicial Magistrate / Notary Public)



SECTION - B-
-FORM- 111
STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION
A.1 Name of applicant :
A.2 Office Address :
Telephone No. and Cell Phone No. :
Fax No. :

E mail :

A.3 Attach an organization chart showing the structure of the company with names of

Key personnel and technical staff with Bio-data. :

Note: Application covers Proprietary Firm, Partnership, Limited Company or Corporation,

Signature of applicant including title

and capacity in which application is made.



SECTION -B
-FORM -1V

C. DEPLOYMENT OF MACHINERIES (in favour of owner / lessee):-

(Original document of own possession arranged through lease deed to be annexed)

(If engaged be-e Certificate from E.I.C. to be annexed in respect of anticipated dated of release of Machineries.)

Name of Machine / Make | Type | Capacity | Motor / Machine | Possession Status
Instrument Engine
No.
No. Idle Engaged

Date of release If
Engaged

- each item of equipment the application should attach copies of
(i) Document showing proof of full payment, (ii) Receipt of Delivery,

(ii1) Road Challan from Factory to delivery spot, is to be furnished.

Signature of applicant including title

and capacity in which application is made.




Memo No:- 911/MM/IV-17/25-26 Dated:-20/08/2025

Copy Forwarded for information and for favour of wide circulation to:-
1. The Sabhadhipati, Cooch Behar.

The Secretary, MED, Bikash Bhavan, Salt Lake, Kol.-91

The Add. Secretary, UD & MA Department & Add. Director, SUDA

The Chief Engineer, MED, Bikash Bhavan, Salt Lake, Kol.-91

The Additional Chief Engineer (North), MED

The Superintending Engineer, North Circle, M. E Dte.,.

The District Magistrate, Cooch Behar

The Executive Engineer, MED, Jalpaiguri Division.

9. The Sub-Divisional Officer, Mekligan;j.

10. The District Information & Cultural Officer, Cooch Behar

11. The Finance Officer, Mekliganj Municipality.

12. The SAE, Mekliganj Municipality

13. The Office Notice Board, Mekliganj Municipality for wide circulation.

NN WDN

(Lz E..}v"ﬁ‘&ﬂ

Executive Officer
Mekliganj Municipality
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Nepal's claim on Lipulekh No chan

neither justified nor based
on historical facts: MEA

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 21/--/ India on
Wednesday categorically rejected Nepal's
objection to a decision by New Delhi and

part of the country. India had strongly
trashed the claims. External affairs
ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal

Beijing to resume rejected Nepal's
border trade through S.] ] . d territorial claims. "We
Lipulekh pass, saying 1 lmtl'a €rs have noted the
Kath du's clai . t f th
01? thrgire}m}litso(;; laII;: Welcome reOp enlllg Of i/?fzﬁte;; Sof F(‘)oreigrel
rocrttied it | Nathu Labordertrade | Afiors o Neva
Tuesday agreed to | GANGTOK,AUGUST 21/--/Local | ¢ porder trade

resume border trade
through Lipulekh
pass and two other
trading points.

A day after India
and China agreed to
resume border trade
through Lipulekh,

traders in Sikkim have welcomed the
reopening of border trade through
Nathu La, which has been closed
since 2019. The revival of trade is
expected to support cross-border
commerce and provide a boost to the
hill economy. “This is very good
news,” Anil Gupta, a trader from
Gangtok, said. “Trade had been

between India and
China through the
Lipulekh pass," he
said. "Our position in
this regard has been
consistent and clear.
Border trade between
India and China

Nepal on Wednesday X through Lipulekh

said that the territory | Stopped for five years, and many | . commenced in

was its inseparable | Pillsremainedpendinginbothsides. | 1954 and has been

part and also | Thereopeningbringshope for us. going on for decades,"

incorporated in its Gupta also ur.ged the authorities to he added.

official map. update the list of tradable goods Jaiswal said the
Ajoint document established in 2006, suggesting the trade had been

released on Tuesday
after wide-ranging
talks in New Delhi

between Chinese
Foreign  Minister
Wang Yi with External

Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, National
Security Advisor Ajit

inclusion of sugar and matchsticks
due to their high demand in Tibet.
Herequested that more trade passes
be issued and that traders be
allowed to stay overnight. Former
trader I.K. Rasaily expressed
gratitude to the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
Minister P.S. Tamang, Lok Sabha MP
Dr. Indra Hang Subba, and Rajya

disrupted in recent
years due to Covid-19
pandemic and other
developments, and
both sides have now
agreed to resume it.
"Asregards territorial
claims, our position
remains that such

Sikkim Chief

Doval and Prime 8 claims are neither
Minister Narendra | Sabha MP D.T. Lepcha, fOl:‘ their | jystified nor based on
Modi, said both sides | efforts inrestoringtrade ties. IWlS},} historical facts and
agreed to re-open this t}‘ade c_ontlnues uninterrupted, evidence. Any
border trade through | Rasaily said. unilateral artificial
the three designated ——PRAKASH ADHIKARI enlargement of
trading points, territorial claims is

namely Lipulekh Pass, Shipki La Pass and
Nathu La Pass.

In 2020, Nepal triggered a border row by
issuing a political map that showed
Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh as

untenable," he said. "India remains open to
constructive interaction with Nepal on
resolving agreed outstanding boundary
issues through dialogue and diplomacy," he
added. (PTI)

NBSTC permanent staff strength down

from 6,500 to 400, says NBSTEU
‘Bus services being curtailed’

EOI CORRESPONDENT

SILIGURI, AUGUST 21/--/ Employees
of the North Bengal State Transport
Corporation (NBSTC) staged a symbolic
hunger strike on Thursday at the Siliguri
depot, raising a 16-point charter of
demands. The 10-hour protest was
organized by the North Bengal State
Transport Employees Union (NBSTEU),
affiliated with the CITU, with workers from
several depots across north Bengal joining
in solidarity. Union leaders said the
agitation was necessary to “save NBSTC”
and safeguard the jobs of its employees.
They alleged that the number of permanent
workers in the corporation has drastically
declined over the years, from around 6,500
across West Bengal to just about 400 at

Sikkim’s Himalayan GLOF Expedition begins

MANGAN, AUGUST 21/--/ From August
20 to September 10, 2025, over 35 experts
from six top national institutes (CWC,
CWPRS, NIH, GSI, DGRE, NIDM, Sikkim
University), six State Government
departments, the army, the ITBP and the
local community are trekking to the icy
heights of Mangan district to assess and
study six high-risk glacial lakes.

Using cutting-edge tech—ERT surveys,
bathymetry, UAV 3D terrain mapping—
they will assess the hazard of the lakes,
GLOF modelling, design retention
structures and plan Early Warning
Systems. These studies will form the basis
of mitigation proposals to safeguard
downstream communities from disasters

present, leaving employees in a state of
deep uncertainty. Accusing the West Bengal
Government of attempting to
systematically weaken the transport
corporation, the NBSTEU claimed that bus
services were being curtailed one after
another and gradually handed over to
private operators. Workers also complained
of irregular and inadequate salary
payments. “The government is pushing
NBSTC towards closure. Employees are not
being paid properly, and services are being
privatized. If our demands are not fulfilled,
we will be forced to intensify the
movement,” the NBSTEU said. The 16-point
charter of demands of the union includes
job security, regular salary disbursement,
restoration of bus services, and
recruitment of permanent staff.

like the 2023 South Lhonak glacial flood. A
team of five senior officials from Himachal
Pradesh Disaster Management Authority
are also joining for an exposure-cum-field
training. (IPR)

ge in India’s position

on Taiwan, MEA clarifies

‘Has economic, technological and culturalties’

BEIJING, AUGUST 21/--/ China on Thursday
expressed "surprise" over clarification by India
over External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar's
reported comments related to the One-China
policy during his talks with Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi this week.

India on Tuesday said there is no change in
its position on Taiwan, and New Delhi's
relationship with it focuses on economic,
technology and cultural ties. In a statement, the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said that
the Chinese side raised the issue of Taiwan.
"The Indian side underlined that there was no
change in its position on this issue," it said.

"It pointed out that, like the rest of the
world, India had a relationship with Taiwan
that focuses on economic, technological and
cultural ties and that this would continue. The
Indian side noted that China also cooperates
with Taiwan in these very domains," it said.

Though India and Taiwan do not have

the 'One-China' policy.

"We are surprised at India's clarification,"
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao
Ning said at amedia briefing. She was replying
to a question from China's official media on
reports of India's clarification over Jaishankar's
remarks. The clarification came after the
Chinese foreign ministry reportedly misquoted
Jaishankar assayingduringhis talks with Wang

formal diplomatic ties, their bilateral trade
relations have been on an upswing. Taiwan, a
self-ruled island of more than 23 million people,
produces nearly 70 per cent of the world's
semiconductors, which include the most
advanced chips that are required for almost all
electronic equipment such as smartphones, car
components, data centres, fighter jets and Al
technologies. In the past, India had endorsed
the "one-China" policy but the formulation has
not featured in any bilateral document since
2011. China has often urged India to adhere to

that Taiwan is part of China. The Chinese
spokesperson on Thursday claimed that Beijing
finds it "inconsistent with the facts".

"It would seem that some people in India
have tried to undermine China’s sovereignty on
the Taiwan question and impede the
improvement of China-India relations. China
expresses serious concern and firmly opposes
that," Mao said.

"Let me stress that there is but one China in
the world, and Taiwan is an inalienable part of
China’s territory. This is a prevailing consensus
among the international community, including
India," she claimed.

China hopes India will earnestly abide by
the one-China principle, properly handle
sensitive issues and promote the steady
development of bilateral relations, she said.
Wang, who arrived in New Delhi on Monday on
atwo-day visit, held talks with Jaishankar on
August 18. (PTI)

Tibetan Buddhism must adapt to Chinese
socialism, XI Jinping says in Lhasa
Avoidsreference fo DalalLama

BEIJING, AUGUST 21/--/ Chinese
President Xi Jinping on Thursday
attended the 60th founding anniversary
celebrations of the Tibet Autonomous
Region (TAR) at the Potala Palace square in
Tibet’s provincial capital Lhasa. Xijoined
around 20,000 local officials and people
from several ethnic groups and walks of life
in the celebration, state-run Xinhua news
agency reported. Xi arrived in Lhasa on
Wednesday, his second visit to Tibet since
he came to power in 2012. The visit makes
him the only Chinese President to have
visited Tibet twice.

In his address to local officials after his
arrival, Xi stressed the importance of
upholding the leadership of the ruling
Communist Party of China (CPC) over work
related to Tibet. Without referring to the
Dalai Lama, Xi emphasized the need to
promote two-way exchanges between Tibet
and other parts of China to guide Tibetan
Buddhism in adapting itself to socialist
society. Since he came to power, Xi has
advocated the sinicisation of all religions
including Buddhism and Islam.

Last month, a Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning spoke to the media
about the sinicisation of religions being
advocated by the CPC. “Sinicisation of
religion is not about restricting religious
practice; rather, all religions must adapt to
the social, cultural and historical context
of the country. Tibetan Buddhism in China

is a prime example of areligion that has
integrated Chinese characteristics,
exemplifying the process of sinicisation,”
she said. China’s governance of Tibet has
historically raised concerns in the
Himalayan region and the world, with
human rights groups highlighting
restrictions on Tibetan Buddhism and
cultural practices, Tibetan language,
limitations on religious activities, and
stricter security measures which
intensified after unrest in 2008.

In his speech, Xi also made an oblique
reference to the construction of a USD
167.8 billion dam, the largest in the world,
being built over the Brahmaputrariver in
Tibet near the Indian border in Arunachal
Pradesh. He said Tibet should advance
major projects such as the hydropower
project in the lower reaches of the Yarlung
Zangbo River - the Chinese name for the
Brahmaputra. China began construction of
the mega dam last month amid concerns
over its likely impact on the lower reaches
inIndia and Bangladesh.

China is also set to build the most
ambitious rail link connecting Xinjiang
province with Tibet, part of which would run
near the Line of Actual Control (LAC) with
India, according to an official media report
here this month. Speaking about the
‘Sichuan-Xizang’ Railway project, Xi said
these projects should be executed in a
vigorous, orderly and effective manner. (PTI)

Nofirst-time Aadhaar card to be issued for people above 18 yrs in Assam: Himanta

GUWAHATI, AUGUST 21/--/
Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Thursday
announced that people above 18

section of people. Tea Tribes, SC part of the efforts to ensure the
and ST people above 18 years of authenticity
age will continue to receive new
Aadhaar cards

identities. This move highlights
the government's

of citizens' therare"cases.

issue the same in the "rarest of

"The Aadhaar saturation of
general people in Assam is 103

pushing them back. Yesterday,
we pushed back seven people.
We do not know if anyone could
slip through the security checks

years of age will not get first-time for the next one i : focus on percent, which signifiesthatno and stay back. "This is a
Aadhaar cards in the stateasa year, Sarma 1P addressing peopleareleftandthenumberof precautionary measure, sothat
precautionary measure to check clarified. = . concerns about cardsexceedsthenumberoftotal no illegal foreigner can become
illegal immigrants from getting According to - i potential illegal people," Sarma said. an Indian citizen in the future.
Indian citizenship. the Unique # L immigration from However, the saturation This is going to be a big
Only a one-month window Identification Bangladeshinthe percentage for teatribe, SCand deterrent."
from September 1 will be givento Authority of last one year,"” ST communities is 96 per cent, He also stated that this
them to apply for an Aadhaarcard India (UIDAI), Sarma said. implying that not all people decision ofnotgiving the first-
if anyone has not got the there is no age He said if a belongingtothese groups have time Aadhaar cardstoadultswill
document yet, he told reporters limit defined for genuine Indian got Aadhaar cards, heexplained. be permanent, considering the

after a Cabinet meeting here.
First-time Aadhaar cards will
no longer be issued to individuals
above 18 years of age from
October onwards, barring a

A adhaar
enrolment. Even anewborn can
get enrolled.

"The decision to restrict
Aadhaar card issuance is seen as

adult citizen is
left out from the Aadhaar network,
he or she can apply to the district
commissioner concerned, who
will verify the credentials and

regularly capturing

Asked about the reasons for
such a step, Sarma said, "In the
last one year, we have been

Bangladeshi immigrants and

vulnerability of the state to
infiltration. "This preventive
measure is irrespective of
religion or any other criteria,"
Sarma stressed. (PTI)

illegal

Bangladeshi national held

onindo-Nepal border

SILIGURI, AUGUST 21/--/ A Bangladeshi national
loitering around the Indo-Nepal border near Gour Singh
Jote village under the Khoribari block in the Darjeeling
district was apprehended by the 41st Batallion of the SSB
on Wednesday night around 11:30 pm. The SSB deployed
ateam after specific input from its intelligence wing and
apprehended a Bangladehinational named as Lankeshar
Chandra, resident of Lalminirhat under Rajpur in
Bangladesh. According to SSB officials, the Bangladeshi
individual produced a Bangladeshi National ID card and
a Bangladeshi passport with expired visa for identity proof.
He was detained and handed over to PS Khoribari for
furtherlegal action. ——PRASHANT ACHARYA

Ministerreviews “Hamro
Gaon,HamroSamadhan”
schemeinKalimpong

Y r T
e d -'h-‘r‘ﬁ" %

YOWAN MOTHAY

KALIMPONG,AUGUST 21/--/ West Bengal Minister of
State for Irrigation and Waterways Sabina Yeasmin visited
the Kalimpong district on Thursday to review the
implementation of the flagship programme “Hamro Gaon,
Hamro Samadhan.” The Minister toured Government
schools in the 33 no Constituency and Bong Gram
Panchayat, where camps under the scheme were being held.
At the Bong camp, people thronged the venue from early
morning to present their concerns and demands. Villagers
highlighted needs ranging from school infrastructure and
healthcare facilities to drainage systems, protective walls,
and footpaths. Expressing satisfaction over the people’s
active participation, Minister Yeasmin said: “Development
is happening, but many villagers often feel unheard.” “This
is the first of kind initiative in entire India where
infrastructure of every booth is taken care of." She praised
the strong teamwork of Block and Panchayat
representatives in Kalimpong-I, adding that such
collaboration would accelerate the region’s development.

All societies, organizations in Sikkim must

renew registration every 2 years: Govt

GANGTOK, AUGUST 21/--/ The Sikkim government on
Thursday said that all societies, associations and other
voluntary organisations of the state have to renew their
registration every two years. According to a notification,
the failure to renew within the stipulated time frame will
result in suspension or even cancellation of registration
without any further notice. "All societies, associations and
voluntary organisations registered under the Sikkim
Regulgtlgn of Societies,
Associations and Other
Voluntary Organisations Wawt Brrggal
Act, 2008, must renew | _ "‘;h“'—w Pt
s 3 Ffim RO EIHI'JF-I]L"ITI'\-II-"! almi
registration after every |- s3uSDICANSI. Data:
. R 21 08 2035 for unmrmesd nighl
notification 1s§ued by the e dor GHO i shdaruignnd
Law. & Parhamentary for ool y &8 Fram This date of
Affairs Secretary Suraj |iuuiuees ofvrs sedis
Chettri said. Any |Fear dainils, please
organization that hasnot | s DA (P o iy
renewed its registration Sa/. G014 O, Inlampur
must do so within one Wttar Dirajpur
month from the issue of |Me=urs ammrutaLn
this notice, it said. (PTI) st 31 R
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Several measures taken by govt to improve condition
of Muslim women abandoned by husbands: Nitish

PATNA, AUG 21 /--/ Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Thursday said the
state government has taken
several measures to
improve the condition of
those Muslim women who
have been abandoned by
their husbands. He also said
the Bihar government has
taken various measures to
support the education of
Muslim girls and boys in the
state. Speaking at an event
organised on the centenary
celebrations of the Bihar
State Madrasa Education
Board, Kumar said, "Muslim
women who are abandoned
by their husbands face
hardships...to support and
improve the condition of
such Muslim women, the
state government started

financial assistance of Rs
10,000 per month in 2007.
This amount has now been
increased to Rs 25,000 per
month. "Efforts are being
made in all possible ways to
support the education of
Muslim boys and girls. And
for this, the Minority
Welfare Department of the
state government is
running several schemes."
He said women face a lot of
difficulties if they are
abandoned after marriage.
The CM stated that before
2005, no work was done for
the Muslim community in
the state. After the
formation of the NDA in
2005, several welfare
schemes for the Muslim
community were launched.
"Earlier, there were

walking with alimp. (PTI)

examinations,

the Centre to provide

FIR against driver of Rahul'svehicle
after Bihar Police constable hit
during 'Voter Adhikar Yatra'

NAWADA (BIHAR), AUG 21 /--/ An FIR has been
registered against the driver of Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi's vehicle, which had hit a police constable in
Bihar's Nawada district during the 'Voter Adhikar
Yatra'two days ago, police said on Thursday. The police
constable fell in front of Gandhi's vehicle on Tuesday
while the Congress MP was passing through Bhagat
Singh Chowk during the ongoing yatra. "Yes, a case has
been registered against the driver. Further details will
be made known in due course", Nawada SP Abhinav
Dhiman told PTI over the phone. The SP had earlier said
the constable tripped in front of a vehicle in the convoy,
which "barely brushed against his feet", and sustained
injuries. The BJP shared a video clip claiming that the
policeman was crushed by the vehicle.

Video footage of the incident went viral on social
media, and Gandhi could be seen asking his supporters
to bring the injured policeman to his open jeep. After
offering water to the constable, who was visibly in pain,

Cowvigilantestorchvehicle
carrying cattlein Odisha's Bhadrak

BHADRAK, AUG 21 /--/ Avehicle carrying around
12 cows was intercepted by 'gau rakshaks' (cow
vigilantes) on National Highway 16 in Odisha's
Bhadrak district and set on fire after releasing the
cattle on Thursday, police said. According to police,
the vehicle, carrying cows from Panikoili area of
Jajpur district, was blocked by the cow vigilantes near
Nalanga petrol pump in Bhadrak. They released the
cows from the van, vandalised the vehicle and set it on
fire. The blaze on the busy highway triggered panic
among commuters. Getting information, fire service
personnel doused the flames, but the vehicle was
completely gutted, the police said. Dayanidhi Das,
inspector in charge of Bhadrak Rural police station,
confirmed that 12 cows were rescued and said an
investigation has been launched. The situation is
under control, he added Eyewitnesses said the driver
fled the spot soon after the incident.

Vehicular movement was disrupted for some time
before police brought the situation under control. The
rescued cattle were later handed over to a gosala in
Bhadrak. Bhadrak district 'Go Rakshya Samiti'
president Aprubar Ranjan Behera alleged rampant
cattle smuggling in the district, claiming nearly 2,000
cattle had been rescued in the last four months. He also
recalled that one member, Santosh Rahul, was killed by
cattle smugglers two months ago while protesting.
"Police only reach after gau rakshaks intercept the
vehicles," he alleged. (PTI)

Odisha: Tribal farmer's daughter
cracks NEET, gets admitted to MBBS

course in govt medical college

BHUBANESWAR, AUG 21 --/ Leeza Majhi, daughter
of atribal farmer, has cleared the medical entrance
exam NEET and secured admission in the Sundargarh
Government Medical College and Hospital in Odisha.
After completing her matriculation from Odisha
Adarsha Vidyalaya (OAV) in Bamra with 82 per cent
marks, she was selected to study Science at the OAV
Iconic in Bhubaneswar, an official statement said. She
secured 81.6 per cent marks in class 12 board
it said. Her perseverance and
dedication bore fruit when she qualified NEET and
fulfilled her dream of becoming a doctor, it added.
Leeza started her journey from the Kasturba Gandhi

Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV) in Bamra in 2021.

She expressed gratitude to KGBV for providing free
residential education, mentoring, and holistic support
that helped shape her academic path, the statement
said. KGBVs are special residential schools set up by

underprivileged and out-of-school adolescent girls from
disadvantaged communities. (PTI)

quality education to

Hindu-Muslim

frequent
conflicts. Hence, since 2006,
the process of fencing

graveyards has been
initiated. A large number of
graveyards have already
been fenced, and now there
are no such conflicts," he

said. "The condition of
madrasas was previously
very pathetic. Madrasa
teachers were not paid well.
After 2006, madrasas were
registered and granted
government recognition.
Now, Madrasa teachers are

getting salaries equal to
those of government school
teachers," said the CM.
Before the 2005 elections,
several riots had taken

place, including in
Bhagalpur in 1989, but
neither the then
government nor the

successive ones conducted a
proper investigation. As soon
as we came to power in
November 2005, a thorough
investigation was conducted,
action was taken against the
guilty, and compensation was
provided to the riot victims,
said the CM.

Families affected by riots
are being supported
through pensions. The CM
noted that the budget of the
Minority Welfare
Department was only Rs 3.54

crore in 2004-05, which has
now increased to Rs 1,080
crore. Additionally, support
isbeing provided in various
ways to help young men and
women from the Muslim
community start
employment. "From the
beginning, we have worked
for the development of all
sections of society -
including Hindu, Muslim,
upper caste, backward,
extremely backward, Dalit,
or Mahadalit," he said. "We
have always worked in the
interest of the people and
continue to work tirelessly
for the development of the
state. Opponents speak
unnecessarily, but it holds
no meaning. We stay
focused on our work," said
the CM. (PTI)

Tribal groups take out candlelight march in
Ranchi over 'encounter' death of Surya Hansda

RANCHI/ GODDA, AUG 21 /--/
Tribal organisations in Jharkhand
took out a candlelight march in
Ranchi on Wednesday evening to
protest against the death of Surya
Narayan Hansda, who was wanted in
several criminal cases, in an alleged
encounter with security personnel.
The march was taken out from
Jaipal Singh Munda Stadium and it
culminated at Ranchi's Albert Ekka
Chowk, where protestors demanded
a CBI probe into the alleged
encounter. Jai Adivasi Kendriya
Parishad president Niranjana Toppo
alleged that Hansda, who had
contested assembly polls on tickets
of multiple political parties, was
"murdered". The tribal organisations
took to the streets to protest against
the encounter that led to the death of
Surya Hansda. "We demand justice
for him. There was a conspiracy in

the killing of Hansda,"

claimed. Lakshmi Narayan Munda,

BIT Mesra
students stage
demonstration

after 'blade'
attackon

female student

RANCHI, AUG 21 /--/
Students of Birla
Institute of Technology
(BIT), Mesra, on
Thursday staged a
demonstration on the
campus in protest
against an alleged attack
on a girl student.
According to a group of
students, the incident
took place on Wednesday
when unidentified people
allegedly attacked an
MBA student with a
blade, leaving her
injured. The victim or the
institute management
has not filed any police
complaint regarding the
incident till Thursday
afternoon, officials said.
"We are investigating
the case at our level. But,
we have not yet received
any complaint either
from the victim or the
institute management,"
BIT Mesra outpost in-
charge Sanjeev Kumar
told PTI. "CCTYV footage
and other evidence are
being scanned. As soon as
the FIR is lodged, we will
initiate action," he said.
Kumar said the victim is
reportedly undergoing
treatment at a hospital
on the BIT campus. (PTI)

episode."

Leader

Toppo

another tribal leader, said, "Hansda
was a social worker and was imparting
free education to 350 poor children. We
demand a CBI probe into the entire

Hansda was arrested from Nawadih
village in Deoghar on August 10, and
the alleged encounter took place when
he was being taken to Rahadbadia
Hills to recover hidden weapons.
Hansda allegedly snatched a weapon
from the police and fired at the
policemen while attempting to flee the
spot. The police retaliated, resulting
in his death, according to Godda
police. The tribal organisations have
also decided to take out a march to the
Raj Bhavan here on August 23 to seek
justice for Hansda, said Bablu Munda,
president of Kendriya Sarna Samiti.
Meanwhile, Jharkhand BJP chief and
of Opposition Babulal
Marandi visited the family of Surya
Hansda at his village in Godda's
Lalmatia on Wednesday.

"Hansda was not killed in an
encounter, but he was murdered. Police
norms have not been followed in the
case. After his arrest, he should have

been presented before a magistrate,

Ranchi.

(PTI)
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but it was not done," Marandi told
reporters
demanded that the investigation of the
case should be carried out by the CBI.
BJP's seven-member 'probe team',
which recently visited Surya Hansda's
village under the leadership of former
chiefminister Arjun Munda, also held
a meeting at party headquarters in

in Godda. Marandi

"It was a fake encounter under a
conspiracy. Hansda was killed for
raising voice against corruption and
loot. His name was not even registered
in the case, in which his encounter was
being shown," Munda said, according
to a party release. He said that the
report of the committee will soon be
submitted to the party's state chief.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar being garlanded by supporters at the centenary
celebrations function of Bihar State Madrasa Education Board at Bapu

Bihar: Probe ordered after woman

Auditorium, in Patna

alleges newborn son swapped with
girl at state-run hospital

MUZAFFARPUR, AUG 21
/--/ An investigation was
ordered after a woman
alleged that her newborn
son was swapped with a
baby girl at a government
hospital in Bihar's
Muzaffarpur district, officials
said on Wednesday. Chanchal
Kumari, a resident of Vijay
Chhapra in Ahiyapur police
station area, gave birth toa
baby boy at the hospital on
Tuesday. "The hospital
administration and nursing
staff informed us that the
newborn was a boy. This news
brought immensejoy to our
family. As a token of
gratitude, we even gave the
nurse a tip of Rs 2,000. The
baby was kept in a warmer
for a short time, after which
both mother and child were
discharged," the father, Ajit
Kumar, said. "However,
upon reaching home, we
were shocked to discover
that the newborn was not a

boy, but a girl. We
immediately contacted the
hospital administration and
informed the police about the
incident," he said. A police
complaint was alsofiled in this
regard, officials said. Sub-
Divisional Police Officer (City)
Vineeta Sinha visited the
hospital and questioned the
on-duty nursing staff. (PTI)

, Bhresli Bratming G- L Bi
kram Brahrrin, ro- Deshpriya
Sarani, Pradhan Magar, Dad-
aelng declare thei my maoth-
ar's comect name Laxmi Bra-
hmin & rezordesd as Sunita
Brahimin i my MILES coodm-
arls. | iave aorreclad my ma
ther's namiz Trom Sunika Bra-
hmin to Laxmi Brahmin vide
affidavit no, 3789 dt 12820
26 In The Court of The Sxac-
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ulive wagistrate at Kalimpang.

AFFIDAVIT

LBABLLY MAHAMMED
S0, Aabdul Rahaman
Addresar Vill- Nijkar
Garalbarl, F.O.
Garalbarl, PS.-Kotwall
Dzt Jalpaiguri, PIM-
Fan132 declared vide
allidavil on 300072025
al E M. Cowrl, Jalpaiguri
thal my daughlar
SMEHA ISLAM and
SHEMEHSA [5LAM are
same & one idenlical
[ErEan

Anbu's Combat Club shines at 4th Captains Cup

YAWAN GURUNG

MIRIK. AUG 21 /--/Anbu's
Combat Club made a
remarkable performance at
the 4th Captains Cup, 2025,
Unified Martial Arts
Championship, organized
by the National Combat
Sports Federation. The
event was held from August
15 to 18 at Silver Point
School, Kolkata, with 14
teams participating from
across the nation. The four-
day championship saw

intense competition in
various martial arts events,
including Kyokushin Kata,
Kyokushin Kumite,
Kickboxing, and Grappling.
Anbu's Combat Club
emerged as the champion
team, bagging a total of 18
medals - 8 gold, 5 silver,
and 5 bronze.

The fighters of Anbu's
Combat Club made their
coaches and district proud
with their outstanding
achievements. Anbesh
Limbu bagged two gold

medals in Grappling and
Kyokushin Kumite. Ayan
Kaushal from Hebron
School, New Rangia, won
three medals - gold in
Kyokushin Kumite, silver
in Grappling, and bronze
in Kickboxing. Other
notable performances
came from Abhiram A.S.
from A.P.S. Bengdubi, who
won gold in Grappling
and bronze medals in
Kickboxing and
Kyokushin Kumite. Tithi
Barman from Surya Sen

College won gold in
Kickboxing and bronze in
Grappling. Eric Chhetri
from Hebron English
School, Bagdogra, won
three silver medals in
Kickboxing, Grappling,
and Kyokushin Kumite.
Surojit Barman from
Sri Nara Singha
Vidyapith won gold
medals in Kickboxing and
Kyokushin Kumite. Prince
Thakur from West Point
School won gold in
Kickboxing and bronze in

Kyokushin Kumite. Avoy
Mandal from Harasundar
High School won silver in
Kickboxing and bronze in
Kyokushin Kumite. The
team was guided by Head
Coach Mr. Anbu Limbu
and Team Manager Mr.
Munna Das. Silco Sports
provided valuable
support to the team.
Anbu's Combat Club is
proud of its participants
for making the Darjeeling
District proud at this
prestigious event.
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AFFIDAVIT

I, RESHAM, ( 38) W/O- Ataboor
Rahaman resident of Haripur, Ward
No. 02 P.O. & P.S. Dalkhola. Dist.
Uttar Dinajpur, (W/B), do hereby
declare that my actual name is
RESHAM, whichis rightly mentioned
inmy Aadhaar & Voter Identity Card
and my husband's actual name is
ATABOOR RAHAMAN in his
Aadhaar & Voter Card

but by mistake my & my husband's
name has been wrongly endorsed as
RASEM BIBI and ATABUR
RAHAMAN, in my daughter's
namely Saiada Khatun, Birth
Certificate, in place of RESHAM &
ATABOOR RAHAMAN, which
required to correction.Before the Ld.
Judicial Magistrate at Islampur. U/
D vide

Avideffit 2797 on 18/08/2025
that RESHAM and RASEM BIBl is
one and same identical personi,e.
me & ATABOOR RAHAMAN and
ATABUR RAHAMAN is one and
same identical person ie.my
husband.

AFFIDAVIT

1, Susnita Agarwalas (old name) W/
o Krishna Gopal Agarwal, R/o MG
ROAD, RAIGANJ, UKIL PARA,
Uttar Dinajpur, WB- 733134 shall
henceforth be known as Sunita
Agarwal (new name) as declared
before the Ld. Notary Public at
Siliguri vide affidavit No.06AC
528820 Dt. 2108.2025. That Susnita
Agarwalas (old name) & Sunita
Agarwal (new name) both are same
& one identical person.

NOTICE

"My client SRI SANJAY AGARWAL
@ SANJAY CHIRANIYA, son of Sri
Ratan Lal Agarwal, residing at Milan
Pally, Post Office - Siliguri Bazar,
Police Station - Siliguri, Pin-734 005,
District - Darjeeling, have Original
Deed of Sale, being No. |-2327 of
1980 & 1-2328 of 1980, Sadar Joint
Sub-Registrar, Jalpaiguri at Rajganj,
District Sub-Registrar, Jalpaiguri
and adiary was lodged with Khalpara
TOP; vide G. D. Entry No. 501,
dated 19.08.2025. If anyone having
any objection or found the deed

please contact:-
SRI SUPRIO GHOSH,
Advocate, Siliguri,
SARADA APARTMENT, ATM
Road, Subhas Pally, Siliguri
734001.
(M) 8250809457

NOTICE

"My client SRI DEBASHISH
SENGUPTA, son of Late
Sourangshu  Bhusan Sen@
Sourangshu Sengupta, residing at
Ashoknagar, Road No.7. Post
Office Siliguri Bazar, Police Station
New Jalpaiguri, District Jalpaiguri,
have Original Deed of Sale, being
No. 1-3103 of 1980, District Sub-
Registrar, Jalpaiguri and a diary was
lodged with Khalpara TOP; vide G.
D. Entry No. 500, dated 19.08.2025.
If anyone having any objection or
found the deed please contact:-
SRI SUPRIO GHOSH,
Advocate, Siliguri,
SARADA APARTMENT, ATM
Road, Subhas Pally, Siliguri
734001.
(M) 8250809457

PUBLICNOTICE

IN THE COURT OF THE LD ADDITIONAL DISTRICT JUDGE (FAST TRACK
COURT), AT SILIGURI
O.C. (Probate) Suit No. 05 of 2025
Sri Satyanarayan Datta, son of Late Biswanath Dutta, resident of Roy Bhawan (1 Floor),
18, Nivedita Road. PO & PS Pradhan Nagar. District Darjeeling. PIN 734003

NOTICE

AFFIDAVIT

I, Shilu Jain alias Shilu, have

changed my name to Shalini
Nahar, vide affidavit before the
Judicial Magistrate, Islampur
Court, on 20/08/2025, for all
future purposes and Gazette
notification.

AFFIDAVIT

1, OMBATI DEVI mother of Army No.
18003624M, Rank-HAV, Name
DINESH KUMAR, unit of 72 Engr
Regt., C/o 99 A.P.O. Sukna, Pin.
914072 declared that | have
changed my name & dob from
OMWATI (18/05/1956) to OMBATI
DEVI (18/05/1950) due to incorrect
entry in my son's Army Records.
That both names OMWATI and
OMBATI DEVI one and the same
person. Vide affidavit before the Ld
Notary Public at Siliguri on
21.08.2025.

AFFIDAVIT

I, SAILI GURUNG (old name) D/o
Late Atang Gurung, R/o
Chandbarjote, Durga Mandir, P.O.
Kadamtala, P. S. Matigara, Dist.
Darjeeling, Pin: 734011 shall
henceforth be known as SHAILI
GURUNG (new name) as declared
before the Ld Notary Public at Siliguri
vide affidavit No 11AC 964322 dt.
21.08.2025. That SAILIGURUNG
(old name) & SHAILI GURUNG
(new name) both are same & one
identical person.

AFFIDAVIT

1, SOFI THANKAMMA (old name)
wife of Titus Chacko, resident of
Panchanai Nodi, Pradhannagar,
Baragharia, Champasari, Darjeeling,
West Bengal, Pin-734003 shall
henceforth be known as SOFI TITUS
(new name) as declared before the
Ld Notary Public at Siliguri vide
affidavit No 11AC  919330.
21.08.2025. That SOFI
THANKAMMA (old name) & SOFI
TITUS (new name) both are same &
one identical person.

NOTICE

"That though summons have been
issued to Sri Sujay Das, son of Late
Shib Kumar Das resident of Sarat
Chandra Pally, Buddha Mandir Road,
Ward no. 40 of S.M.C., P.O.
Hyderpara, P.S. Bhaktinagar, Dist.
Jalpaiguri, and Smt. Tanima Das,
wife of Sri Sujay Das, resident of
Sarat Chandra Pally, Buddha Mandir
Road, Ward no. 40 of S.M.C., P.O.
Hyderpara, P.S. Bhaktinagar, Dist.
Jalpaiguri, the Defendant no. 3and
4in connection with the SA No. 42
of 2025, filed before the Ld. Debts
Recovery Tribunal, at Siliguri. The
summons returned with the
endorsement of the postal
department that "the addressee
cannot be located". Therefore both
Sri Sujay Das and Smt. Tanima Das
are hereby advised to appear before
the Ld. Debts Recovery Tribunal, at
Siliguri, on 26.08.2025, in the SA No.
42 of 2025".

Yourstruly,

For Infinity Associates
PayelNandi

Advocate

PUBLICNOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to all
concern that my client SRI
DIBAKAR BANIK, Son of Sri Dhiraj
Banik, resident of Panchkolguri,
Sahudangi Hat, P.O. Sahudangi
Hat, P.S. New Jalpaiguri, Pin No.
735135, District Jalpaiguri, India
would like to inform you that |
became the owner ofland measuring
2Katha 2 Chhatak R.S. Khatian No.
255/10, L.R. Khatian No. 491, R.S.
Plot No. 210/412, L.R. Plot Nos.
272,273 & 275, Mouza Dabgram,
J.L. No. 02, Pargana Baikunthapur,
P.S. New Jalpaiguri, District
Jalpaiguri, and It have been
informed that One registered original
prior (Chain Deed) Being No. I-1989
for the year of 2001, recorded in
Book No. land same was registered
atthe office of District Sub Registrar
Jalpaiguri, is lost from the custody
of my aforesaid client's and duly
reported to the New Jalpaiguri Police
Station vide GDE No. 1050 dated
20.08.2025, if any person or
concern having any claims/
objection over the aforesaid
property may contact the
undersigned within 7 (Seven) days
from the date of publication of this
notice and on failure thereof, the
property will be treated as free from
all encumbrances.
Mr. Chinmay Sarkar,
Advocate/Siligur
Siliguri, Pin Code: 734001
Contact Nos. M: 9832063484
M: 7063307012

..... Petitioner

Whereas Sri Satyanarayan Datta, son of Late Biswanath Dutta, has filed an application under
Section 276 of the Indian Succession Act, 1925, for grant of Probate with respect to the
immovable estate and properties of Late Rabindra Narayan Karwho used to reside at Nivedita
Road, P.O. & P.S. Pradhan Nagar. District Darjeeling, PIN- 734003, for the properties ties
and assets as mentioned in the said Will, dated 26.12 2023, as follows:
SCHEDULE-A
(Description of the Land and the Building)
Allthat PIECE OR PARCEL of land, measuring 0.1633 acres, or say little bit store or less
10 Kathas, upon which a six (G+5) storted building is proposed to be constructed, situated
in RS. Plot/Dag No. 302, corresponding to LR Plot No 2982, covered by and recorded in
R.S.Khatian Nos. 429/1 and 429/2 and L.R. Khatian No. 4543, of Mouza Siliguri (now Siliguri
Uttar-Paschim), Police Station Pradhan Nagar (erstwhile Siliguri), J.L. No. 110 (88), now
89, being Holding No. 181/138/2 of present Ward No. Il of SMC, Siliguri and located by the
side of Nivedita Road, Pradhan Nagar, Sub-Division & Registry office Siliguri, Pargana
Baikunthapur. Touzi No. 3 (Ja), Dist Darjeeling
The aforesaid land is butted and bounded as follows:- By the North: Nivedita Apartment, By
the South: 17 ft. Bye Lane Nivedita Road, By the East: 80 ft. Nivedita Road, By the West:
Apartment of Sri Kaushik Mukhopadhyay & Dipak Chakraborty
SCHEDULE- 'B'
(TESTATOR'S /| OWNER'S ALLOCATION)
Allthat (1) Three (03)flats, covering the entire first floor of the six (G+5) storied building.
measuring as follows. Flat No.A: 1121 Sq. Ft. (approx.), including super built-up area; Flat
No. B: 800 Sq. Ft. (approx.), including super built-up area: and Flat No. C: 1300 Sq. Ft.
(approx.), including super built-up area.
(2) Three (03)flats, covering the entire fifth floor of the six (G+5) storied building. measuring
as follows, FlatNo. A: 1102 Sq. Ft. (@pprox.), including super built-up area; Flat No. B: 1085
Sq. ft. (approx.), ineluding super built-up area, and FlatNo. C: 1034 Sq. Ft. (approx.), including
super built-up area.
(3) One (01)flat at the rear side of the fourth floor of the aforesaid building, measuring of
681 Sq. ft. (approx.)
(4) One (01) shop measuring 133 Sq. Ft. situated at the front elevation of the said building
atthe North-East corner.
(5) Two (02) parking spaces measuring 110 Sq. Ft. each, situated in the Ground floor, at
the South side Road.
(6) Two (02) parking spaces measuring 110 Sq. Fteach, situated in the Ground floor. atthe
rear side of the aforesaid building.
Notice is hereby given that if any person having any objection against the aforesaid prayer
of granting the Succession Certificate, if he or she so desires, appear in person or through
a pleader in this Court on the said 23rd day of September 2025, failing which the said
application will be heard and determined exparte.
Given under my hand and seal of this Court this the 21st day of August 2025.
BY ORDER
Sd/- SHERISTADAR ADDL DIST JUDGE F.T.C., SILIGURI

and
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NAGAON, AUG 21 / --/
Tension gripped Hojai town
when an eviction drive
carried out by the Hojai
Municipal Board and the
district administration at
Adarsha Bazar turned
violent.

Eight families, who had
been occupying 19 bighas of
government land for several
decades resisted the
operationleading to a clash
with security forces.

During the eviction, the
encroachers reportedly
pelted stones at the police
and other officials, injuring
a constable. The police then
resorted to baton charge to
control the situation.

Speaking on the matter,
Assam BJP Minister Pijush
Hazarika strongly criticized
the Congress, alleging that
the party has, for decades,
sheltered and encouraged
illegal settlers for vote bank
politics. “We have long

warned of a well-
orchestrated propaganda in
Assam. Otherwise, how
could illegal encroachers
dare to attack police and
administration during an
eviction drive in Hojai?
Even the Hon’ble Gauhati
High Court has ruled
encroachment

government land is illegal.
Then who emboldens them?
The answer 1is clear.
Congress has, for decades,
sheltered and encouraged
such encroachers. Will they
dare to answer now?”
Hazarika said.
According to officials,

the land at Adarsha Bazar

Senior Nagaland BJP MLA
calls for grassroof cohesion
between his party and NDPP

KOHIMA, AUG 21 /--/
Senior Nagaland BJP
MLA Imkong L Imchen
cautioned that clashes
between NDPP and
saffron party workers at
the district level
undermine the coalition
spirit, and stressed the
need for both partners to
work in harmony to
ensure a stable
government in Nagaland.

For the 2023 elections
for the 60-member state
assembly, the NDPP and
BJP entered into a seat-
sharing arrangement in
which the parties
contested in 40 and 20
seats, respectively.

Following the merger
of seven NCP legislators
in May, the NDPP’s
strength rose to 32
MLAs, while the BJP
holds 12 seats, forming
the core of the opposition-
less government led by
Chief Minister Neiphiu
Rio.

Expressing concern
over differences within
functionaries of the
alliance partners, Imchen
said he has personally
initiated efforts to bring
together BJP and NDPP
leaders and workers in
Mokokchung district,
where his constituency is
located. The five-time
MLA, who is also an
advisor to the

government, was
interacting with the
members of Kohima
Press Club at his chamber
in the Secretariat. He
stressed that while the
relationship in the NDPP-
BJP alliance appears
smooth in the state
capital, in the districts
and several assembly
constituencies, if the two
coalition partners
continuously fight as if
they are rivals, then
those in Kohima will also
have sleepless nights. “So,
to me, that is a mockery
of coalition and that is
not an honest coalition,”
he said. Imchen pointed
out that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
successfully runs the
NDA government in Delhi
with 36 coalition
partners “as if it is a
single-party
government.” In Kohima,
Rio, an NDPP leader,
should also run the
alliance government
smoothly, he said.
“Unless there cohesive
working relationship
with your coalition
partner, you cannot run a
smooth government here
in Kohima,” the BJP
leader said. He
underscored that
coalition politics requires
compromise and a
common minimum

programme. “Politically,
you maintain your
identity, Il maintain mine,
but in running the
government, unless two
of us join hands together,
we cannot conduct a
smooth government,” he
said. Imchen said that
through social events
such as the Moatsu and
Tsungremmong festivals,
he has tried to bridge
misunderstandings and
build unity among NDPP
and BJP workers. He
maintained that such
initiatives would benefit
both parties in the long
term and strengthen the
government. Although
the NDPP itself enjoys a
majority in the Assembly,
Imchen noted that the
party chose to run the
government in coalition
with the BJP. He reasoned
that this partnership is
essential, as most
Centrally Sponsored
Schemes (CSS) originate
from the BJP-led
government at the Centre.
Calling coalition a
“political reality,” Imchen
said it should not be
treated as a “joke” but as
a responsible
arrangement for serving
the people. “Single-party
dominance will bedifficult
even in the future;
coalition politics is here
to stay,” he said. PTI
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Violence erupts during Hojai eviction drive; Minister
blames Congress for sheltering encroachers

was originally allotted to the
Hojai Municipal Board in
1963. Chairperson of the
Board, Chaturthi Rani
Biswas, explained that the
land is crucial for upcoming
development projects, but
the presence of illegal
settlers had blocked any
progress. “A few days ago,

we requested the District
Commissioner to demarcate
the land. Once it was
completed on August 7, we
issued notices to the
families to vacate within 48
hours. On humanitarian
grounds, we gave them
additional time. But since
they did not move, the
eviction was carried out
today,” she said.

Executive Officer Ashim
Jyoti Kalita added that
while eviction was
originally scheduled for
August 18 and 19, it was
delayed in hopes that the
families would leave
voluntarily. However, as no
action was taken, the
administration went ahead
with the drive on August 21.

At the site, lawyer Abdul
Ahad claimed that the
families had been living on
the land for more than 40
years and accused the
Municipal Board of
misusing police power to
vacate them.

Assam: Special TADA Court acquits
31 ULFAleadersin 34-yr-old case

GUWAHATI, AUG 21 /--/ Over 30 ULFA leaders,
including several pro-talks faction militants, were
acquitted by a special TADA court on Wednesday in a 34-
year-old case related to waging war against the nation.

Special TADA judge Manas Barua pronounced the
verdict, acquitting 31 out of 43 accused in the case, which
was registered by the Special Operation Unit in 1991.

A few of the prominent leaders, who were acquitted,
are Arabinda Rajkhowa, Sasha Choudhury, Raju Barua,
Chitraban Hazarika, Anup Chetia, Munin Nobich and
Sunil Nath. All of them are from the pro-talks faction of
the ULFA. "The trial of the case started in 2001. After a
prolonged hearing and trial, the court acquitted all the 31
people who were facing the trial," said advocate Pranab
Das, who represented a few of the ULFA leaders.

Das said the remaining people, including ULFA(I)
chief Paresh Barua, are absconding. "The case was
registered under various sections of the IPC, TADA and
UAPA. These all were related to waging war against the
Government of India, extortion, robbery, murder and

many more,"

he added. Das said the issuance of the

detailed written judgement will take some more days. PTI

Meghalaya CEQissues show-
cause noticetofour parties

SHILLONG, AUG 21 /--/
Meghalaya Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
has issued show-cause
notices to four registered
political parties in the
state, including the
Khun Hynniewtrep
National Awakening
Movement (KHNAM), for
failing to contest any
election since 2019. CEO
BDR Tiwari on Thursday
said notices have also
been served to Meghalaya
Democratic Party (MDP),
North East Social
Democratic Party
(NESDP) and the
Regional Democratic
Secular Congress

(RDSC). The parties have
been asked to submit

Op Sindoor reflects zero folerance to ferrorism

their explanations in
writing, along with
affidavits, constitutions
and other relevant
documents, by September
3. They have also been
directed to appear in
person before the
Commission on the same
date, he said. "If they fail
to comply, necessary
action, including
deregistration of the
parties, will be taken
without further notice,"
Tiwari added.

The action follows a
review that found the
four parties had not
fielded any candidates in
Assembly or Lok Sabha
polls over the past six
years. PTI

GUWAHATI, AUG 21 /--/
In an engaging and
insightful session on
Operation Sindoor and
India’s evolving war
doctrine, Major General
Hartej Singh Bajaj, VSM,
Headquarters 4 Corps of
the Indian Army, addressed
students, faculty, and
dignitaries at The Assam
Royal Global University
(RGU) today.

The event, organised by
RGU, was attended by Dr.
A.K. Pansari, Chancellor,
RGU; senior officials of the
University, Deans, HoDs,
NCC cadets, students, and a
delegation of the Indian
Army. Speaking to the
students, Maj Gen Bajaj
offered a detailed
perspective on Operation
Sindoor, stressing the
importance of
understanding its true
essence beyond what is
reported in the media. “The
right forum to discuss this is

with the youth of our
country. The underlying
message of Operation
Sindoor is clear: zero
tolerance to terrorism — we
will never forget and we will
never forgive,” he stated,
according to a Press release.
Explaining India’s
preparedness for the
operation, Maj Gen Bajaj
described it as a “whole-of-
nation approach”,
highlighting the political
unity and collective
resolve that enabled India
to emerge stronger.

He remarked that the
Pakistan Army often seeks
to deflect attention from its
internal weaknesses by
creating tensions with
India. “Pakistan is a failed
state.

It operates under a
pseudo democracy, thrives
onexportingterror, and uses
nuclear weapons as tools of
blackmail,” he added. He
linked the Pahalgam attack

to Pakistan’s inability to

accept the prosperity,
communal harmony, and
development witnessed in
Jammu & Kashmir. Maj Gen
Bajaj also dismissed claims
made by US President
Donald Trump regarding
his role in peacekeeping
between India and Pakistan.
“The ceasefire took place
only after Pakistan’s DGMO
called India’s DGMO at 3:35
pm on May 10 and

propSosed for talks,” he
clarified.

The Major General
underlined the critical
importance of strategic
communication and
information warfare in the
present era, where the
primary stakeholders
include mainstream media,
social media, citizens of
India, the armed forces,
veterans, global audiences,
and adversaries. “Every

Maj.

Gen. Bajaj

message and every touch
point is like a bullet,” he
emphasized. He elaborated
that India’s new war
doctrine, shaped in the
aftermath of Operation
Sindoor, rests on three
uncompromising pillars: i)
Any terror attack will be
treated as an act of war, ii)
India will not submit to
nuclear blackmail, and iii)
No distinction will be made
between terrorists and their
sponsors. Summing up, Maj
Gen Bajaj reiterated the
stance of zero tolerance to
terrorism.

He further stressed that
while the Indian Armed
Forces are becoming
increasingly technology-
driven, the role of the
nation’s youth is more vital
than ever. “Whether you
choose to join the Army or
not, each of you has a
responsibility to contribute
to nation building,” he
concluded.

.-.".

433 families in Biswanath’s
Baghamari face fresh eviction orders

STAFF REPORTER

BISWANATH, AUG 21/ --
/ The Biswanath district
administration has issued
fresh eviction notices to as
many as 433 families in
Baghamari village,
intensifying the ongoing
eviction drives across
Assam. The families have
been asked to vacate nearly
265 bighas of village
grazing reserve (VGR) land
within 15 days, sparking
protests and appeals from
minority organisations who
have demanded proper
rehabilitation of those who
will be displaced.

The eviction notices
were served on Thursday
under plot numbers 189 and
203 of the original
Baghamari village.

Officials have also made
announcements through
loudspeakers and handed
over notices directly to the
families. According to the
administration, the land
under encroachment
includes not only houses but
also a mosque, a private

school, and even a
cemetery. District
administration official

Sabin Nath said that around
430 households had already
received the notices and the
number could increase to
nearly 500. “So far, we have
received full cooperation
from the people. Altogether,
around 265 bigha and 3
lessa of land are under
encroachment,” Nath said.
Local organisations,
however, have condemned
the move, pointing out that

many of the evicted
families are erosion-
affected people who had
settled in Baghamari after
losing land elsewhere.
Leaders of the All Minority
Students’ Union (AMSU)
said that the government
had ignored repeated calls
for rehabilitation. Ali
Hussain, district president
of AMSU, alleged that the
eviction drive was leaving
women and children
without shelter. “Families
are staying under
temporary tents with no
proper facilities. The
government is pushing
people towards misery and
even death. While eviction
from VGR land might be
justified, what will happen
to these families
afterwards?” he said.

AASU hails approval of IIM in Assam,
calls it fulfilment of Assam Accord promise

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, AUG 21/ --/
Parliament has approved
the setting up of an Indian
Institute of Management
(ITM) in the state. The move
has been described as a
“historic step” by the All
Assam Students’ Union
(AASU), which has for
decades pressed for the
establishment of national-
level institutions in Assam
under Clause 7 of the Assam
Accord. With the new IIM
coming up in Guwahati, the
state will now host some of
the country’s most
prestigious institutions
across different fields.
Assam already has IIT

AIIMS

Guwahati,
Guwahati, the National Law
University and Judicial
Academy, the Tata Institute
of Social Sciences, and the

Institute of Advanced
Study in Science and
Technology. The addition of
an IIM will further

strengthen the state’s profile
as an educational hub of
Eastern India. Reacting to
the development, AASU
advisor Samujjal
Bhattacharjya said the
approval of the IIM is the
outcome of long-standing
demands made by the
people of Assam. He called
it a victory under Clause 7
of the Assam Accord, which
specifically talks about
bringing central
institutions to the state.
Bhattacharjya added that
more such national-level
institutes are needed to
improve higher education
in Assam and create
opportunities for the state’s
youth.

Meghalaya govt orders detention of 5 drug
traffickers for 1 year under PITNDPS

SHILLONG, AUG 21 /--/ The Meghalaya
government has ordered the detention of
five repeat drug traffickers for one year
under the Prevention of Illicit Trafficking
in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act (PITNDPS), Social Welfare
minister Paul Lyngdoh said on Wednesday

The minister said the orders were
issued following the recommendation of a
three-member Advisory Board headed by
aretired Chief Justice under Section 31 of

the Act.

Those detained were identified as
Nongtdu alias Pun (35) of
Thadlaskein in West Jaintia Hills, Hubert
Lamphrang Paliar alias Lungrit (22) of
Mawiong Pyndengrei in West Khasi Hills,
Marwil Nangbah alias Marwil (49) of
Lumpariat in Jowai, Rintu G Saika alias

Pynhoi

Pratap (35) of Nongrim Hills and Aisha
Khatoon alias Pahari (50) of Lower Paltan
Bazar. "Since August 2024 till date, the
government has secured detention orders
against five drug traffickers. These cases
were referred to the Advisory Board, and
on its approval, detention was ordered
under Section 31 of the PITNDPS Act,"
Lyngdoh told reporters. He said the state
government has intensified its crackdown
on the drug menace, citing a seizure of

narcotics worth Rs 4 crore in East Jaintia

Hills, one of the biggest so far. The minister
added that members of the Anti-Narcotics
Task Force (ANTF) who have shown
exceptional courage will be felicitated with
cash awards and certificates at a
programme to be held at the ANTF
Directorate in Golflink on Thursday. PTI

Mizoram govt to expand rubber cultivation
onadditional 173 hectares ofland

AIZAWL, AUG 21 /--/ The
Mizoram government
has decided to expand
rubber cultivation under
the second phase of a

state government
initiative to boost
farmers' livelihoods,
officials said on
Thursday.

Chief Minister
Lalduhoma held a

meeting with leaders of
the Mizoram Rubber
Society (Mirso) on
Wednesday and approved
a proposal to expand the
CM's Rubber Mission by
an additional 173
hectares of land, they
said. During the meeting,
Mirso president
Hrangzuala presented a
report on the progress of
work under the second
phase of the mission in
west Mizoram's Mamit
district, they said.

He informed the chief
minister that local
farmers were encouraged
and interested in the
initiative and expressed
their strong desire to
expand rubber
cultivation, the officials
said. As the cultivation
has been confined to 400

hectares of land in
Mamit, an additional 173
hectares have been
proposed to expand the
rubber plantation, as
farmers have shown
great interest in it,
Hrangzuala said.
Lalduhoma also told
the Mirso leaders that
efforts were being made
to distribute 100 rubber
processing machines at
subsidised rates.
According
officials, the
phase of the Chief
Minister's Rubber
Mission covers a total of

to the
second
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2,400 hectares of land
across the state, of which
1,200 hectares are being
covered with financial

support from the
National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural

Development (Nabard),
while the remaining will
be implemented under the
state's flagship
'Handholding' scheme.

The 'Handholding'
scheme will cover rubber
cultivation in 1,373
hectares of land,
including 173 hectares
approved on Wednesday,
they said. PTI
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Under Donald Trump, the
US is an unreliable partner

A settlement that rewards Russia for its invasion of
Ukraine would set a very dangerous precedent, not
only for the future of Ukraine but for Europe and
the rest of the world. For, this will be like the world
agreeing to side with the aggressor and victimize
the victim further. At recent negotiations between
the two sides in Istanbul, the head of the Russian
delegation reportedly said “Russia is prepared to
fight forever.” That has not changed, no matter what
niceties have occurred between Donald Trump and
Vladimir Putin. They are prepared to continue to
fight. On the other hand, in a recent Gallup poll, 69
per cent of Ukrainians favoured a negotiated
settlement to the war as soon as possible.

Putin’s war against Ukraine is an attempt at
illegally appropriating very valuable land. In
Alaska, hedemanded Russia essentially be given the
entire regions of Donetsk and Luhansk, including
land not currently occupied by the Russian military.
This land has extensive Ukrainian military
fortifications. Giving up this territory would leave
Ukraine completely exposed to future Russian
invasions. The country would effectively have no
military protection alongits eastern border regions.
This would put Russia in a very advantageous
position in future plans to regroup and attack again.
Ukraine should not give up any land still under
Ukrainian control.

In Alaska, Trump aligned himself with Putin in
supporting Russia’s maximalist demands. This
could mean Putin now perceives there is a realistic
chance Russia could secure Donbas, the regions of
Donetsk and Luhansk. This reflects the fact the
United States, under the Trump administration, is
proving to be an unreliable partner. Russia invaded
in 2014 without any serious consequences, and then
launched afull-scale invasion in 2022. Given this, any
future security guarantee for Ukraine will need to
berigorous. Ukrainians are very cognisant of this.
Ukraine has already seen the result of a failed
security arrangement. In the Budapest
Memorandum of 1994, the United States, the United
Kingdom and Russia guaranteed to respect
Ukraine’s borders and territorial integrity in
exchange for Ukraine giving up the third-largest
nuclear arsenal in the world. Reportedly, there was
also discussion about an Article 5-type security
guarantee for Ukraine, referring to the part of the
NATO treaty that enshrines the principle of
collective defence for all members. However,
contrary to popular belief, NATO’s Article 5does not
actually commit members of the alliance to full
military intervention ifany one member is attacked.
It allows NATO states to decide what type of
support, if any, to provide. This would not be
enough for Ukraine.

It has been a prudent move on the part of
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to take his European
partners along in his meeting with Trump to the
White House. If Russia occupies half of Ukraine in
the coming days, the security of West Europe will be
under threat. The European countries must keep
the pressure on the Trump administration. This has
lessons for the negotiators in Delhi parlaying with
China to end the decades-old border dispute
between the two countries. Ever since its occupation
of the Tibet plateau in 1950, China has been trying
tonibble into Indian territories. Indian negotiators
must insist on status quo ante before the border is
settled.

Indiasqueezed between Washingion
& Beijing as the tariff warrages

India today finds itself confronting a dilemma as old as
statecraft itself: when forced to choose between two
unpalatable options, which poison does one swallow? In
2025, that question has sharpened into a binary that
policymakers in New Delhi cannot evade. On one side
stands Washington, long cultivated as a strategic partner
but now wielding tariffs as a blunt weapon. On the other
side looms Beijing, India’s largest trading partner and most
intractable geopolitical adversary, suddenly presenting
itself as a pragmatic collaborator against American
economic coercion.

The imposition of a 50 percent tariff on Indian exports
by Washington in 2025 has jolted the foundations of the
economic compact that underpinned the U.S.-India
relationship. The justification offered—that India’s
purchase of discounted Russian oil undermines sanctions
regimes—has not softened the blow. For New Delhi, the
tariff is not merely commercial punishment; it is a breach
of trust. For decades, the United States has courted India
as a counterweight to China’s rise, celebrating shared
democratic values and promising deep economic
integration. Yet the reality of punitive tariffs, harsher than
those applied to many U.S. adversaries, suggests that
India’s “special” place in Washington’s worldview is
conditional at best. Worse still, the tariff shock has been
accompanied by a 90-day truce with Beijing, granting
China breathing room while India is squeezed. The
symbolism is stark: an ally is punished, a rival indulged.

This inversion has fuelled the sense in New Delhi that
strategic partnership with the United States remains
transactional. The language of “shared values” collapses
when one partner is treated as expendable. For India, the
humiliation lies not only in the tariff but in the contrast—
it was singled out while Beijing was spared.

Into this breach steps China, fully aware of India’s
vulnerabilities. In 2023-24, bilateral trade reached USD
136.2 billion, with a staggering $101 billion deficit in
Beijing’s favour. India imports the lifeblood of its
economy—over two-thirds of pharmaceutical ingredients,
amajority of solar equipment, and more than a third of
electronics—from its northern neighbour. This
asymmetry is no accident; it reflects both India’s
dependence and China’s leverage. For India, the
immediate utility of this thaw is undeniable. The tariff
shock has come at a time when global demand is sluggish

REFLEX ACTION

R. Suryamurthy

and exports already strained. A smoother flow of Chinese
inputs—batteries, chemicals, machinery—offers relief for
India’s manufacturing ambitions, especially in sectors
backed by government incentives such as electronics and
renewable energy.

But here lies the trap. Every step closer to Beijing
deepens structural dependency. This is not simply about
atrade deficit measured in billions; it is about strategic
vulnerability. India’s pharmaceutical industry, touted as
a global powerhouse, would falter without Chinese inputs.
Itsrenewable energy push, marketed as aroute to energy
independence, relies on Chinese solar cells. Even its
consumer electronics boom is tethered to supply chains
controlled across the border. In any future crisis—whether
a border flare-up in Ladakh or a naval standoff in the
Indian Ocean—Beijing would hold the ability to choke
India’s economy overnight by turning off the tap. This is
dependency masquerading as pragmatism. And the
political trust deficit is as wide as ever: Beijing continues
to arm Pakistan, probe Indian cyberspace, and stall any
resolution of the border dispute. To mistake tactical
gestures for a strategic transformation is to risk national
security.

Washington’s repeated assurances of India’s
“centrality” in the Indo-Pacific ring hollow when its
policies push New Delhi into Beijing’s arms. For India, the
lesson is sobering: even the strongest partnerships can be
sacrificed at the altar of domestic politics and
transactional gains. Complicating this binary is a third
actor—Russia. The tariff dispute itself is rooted in India’s
oil purchases from Moscow. Energy security, discounted
crude, and decades of defense cooperation tie New Delhi
to Moscow in ways neither Washington nor Beijing can
easily replicate.

Sensing opportunity, Moscow has already begun
hinting at reviving the trilateral format involving Russia,
India, and China. Such a framework, dormant for years,
could suddenly acquire relevance as India looks for

breathing space between great power pressures. Yet such
moves would only deepen the triangle of entanglements:
Washington’s coercion, Beijing’s opportunism, and
Moscow’s manipulations—each complicating India’s
already narrow strategic corridor.

The most attractive option is to manoeuvre between
poles—Ileveraging BRICS, the SCO, and the G20 to blunt
U.S. pressure while keeping China close enough for
cooperation but distant enough to resist domination. This
requires delicate balancing and constant recalibration.
The challenge is whether such fine balancing can survive
the scale of India’s economic dependency. Perhaps the
harshest truth is that India’s predicament is not solely
imposed from outside. It is also the product of domestic
failure. Decades of underinvestment in manufacturing,
inconsistent industrial policy, and slow progress on self-
reliance have left critical sectors hostage to Chinese
inputs.

Unless initiatives such as the Production Linked
Incentive schemes, semiconductor missions, and
pharmaceutical diversification deliver results, New
Delhi’s claims of strategic autonomy will remain
rhetorical. Without industrial resilience, India will remain
exposed to external shocks—whether tariffs from
Washington or supply chain coercion from Beijing. If
India isnudged into China’s orbit, it will not be because
of American bullying alone. It will also be because of its
own inability to build the economic foundations of
independence. At its core, India’s choice between
Washington and Beijing may be a false one. Both paths
carry peril: the devil of American coercion and the deep
sea of Chinese dependency. The challenge is not to choose
one over the other but to avoid drowning in either.

That requires more than clever diplomacy. It demands
a stubborn insistence on multipolarity, backed by a
ruthless commitment to domestic industrial revival. Only
then can India withstand tariffs without surrendering to
Beijing’s embrace, and only then can it maintain
credibility as a power that charts its own path.

Until that happens, strategic autonomy risks being
exposed as little more than a slogan, tested at every turn
by the shifting currents of global power. The devil and the
deep sea will remain ever-present, and India will find
itself navigating between them with no safe harbour in
sight. (IPA)
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Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and Rural Development, Shivraj Singh Chouhan, interacting
with Group ‘B’ and above level officers of the two ministries at the “Karmachari Sankalp Sammelan” at Pusa, in

EC’S credibility is at stake duetoits
aggressive stance to Rahul Gandhi

A serious conflict is rapidly escalating
between the Congress-led Opposition, the
ruling BJP, and the Election Commission
of India over allegations of voter
manipulation and "vote theft." This issue
has intensified following the
announcement of the SIR initiative in

Kalyani Shankar

Mahadevpura, sharing the same address. He
also pointed out multiple errors in a single
vote, such as a house number listed as 0,
which is unusual. The EC responded,
claiming 'Multiple voter IDs due to
migration, other issues."

The aggressive remarks made by the

Bihar, aimed at revising electoral rolls
sparking further debate.

Rahul Gandhi, known for addressing
major election concerns, is openly
challenging the Election Commission and
the ruling BJP by levelling serious charges
of collusion. Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
has accused the Election Commission of
colluding with the BJP to commit fraud
during the 2024 elections, labelling them
"vote thieves." He claimed the Commission
refused to meet with 300 non-BJP MPs and
emphasised the need for a clean and
transparent voter list. He claimed that
Congress lost 70 seats by less than 50,000
votes and is investigating the legitimacy of
those results.

The Election Commission has
dismissed these allegations as 'misleading'.
Gandhi, who has previously addressed
major issues like the Ambani-Adani
controversy, is rallying Opposition support
against the EC. He highlighted claims of
election fraud, including multiple
registrationsusingthesame Elector's Photo
Identity Card (EPIC) and voters registered
at the same address. The Election
Commission reports have indicated
significant removals from the voter rolls,
including 2.2 million deceased individuals

and over 700,000 duplicates. This issue is
unlikely to fade away soon. If the
Opposition can effectively convey its
concerns to the public, it may impact the
BJPadversely. TheLeader of the Opposition
(LOP) said the united Opposition and every
voter in the country demand a clean and
transparent voter list. 'And, we will secure
thisright at all costs,' Gandhi claimed in a
post on X later. The Special Revision of the
Electoral rolls in Bihar ahead of the year-
end elections is yet another controversial
issue. During the Monsoon session,
Opposition parties put their weight behind
Rahul Gandhi'sagitation to confront the EC
on the voter manipulations. The fact that
opposition MPs were even detained by the
police further highlights the strength of
their collective action.

Rahul Gandhi gained attention during
a crucial month-long voter registration
update in Bihar, just before the critical
elections in November. He identified five
types of alleged election fraud that need
immediate attention. His evidence shows
that the Election Commission failed to
verify voters' identities and misused
Election IDs. Gandhi claimed that some
voters wereregistered multiple times using
the same Elector's Photo Identity Card

(EPIC) numbers in different states. He also
stated that many voters share the same
address. Gandhi believes that these issues,
which the Election Commission has
ignored, helped the BJP win more seats
nationwide through a planned strategy.

Politicians in Bihar and national
parties are concerned about the updated
voter rolls. According to the BBC, the
Election Commission removed 2.2 million
deceased individuals, over 700,000 people
registered more than once, and 3.6 million
who have moved out of the state. On August
12, Gandhitweeted, "There have been many
interesting experiences in life, but I never
got the chance to have tea with 'dead
people.' For this unique experience, thank
you, Election Commission!" He expressed
worriesaboutvotetampering,claimingthat
this manipulation 1is happening
systematically across the country. The
Election Commission called Gandhi's
claims "factually incorrect."

While Congress's evidence hasnot been
verified, the Election Commission's
aggressive response has drawn criticism.
Gandhi alleged that, in addition to
duplicate voters, there were also bulk
voters. He claimed that 80 voters were
living in a one-room tenement in

CEC against Rahul Gandhi has also led to
criticism from the former election
commissioners. There is an atmosphere of
confrontation between the CEC and the
opposition, it seems. The principle of 'one
man, one vote'is of utmost importance. If the
Opposition can effectively persuade the
public to acknowledge the problem, the BJP
too would face serious consequences,
underlining the potential impact of this
issue. The gravity of the situation cannot be
ignored. The EC must clarify the issue to the
partiesafterathorough examination. The EC
was respected by political parties earlier, but
now they are on the opposite side. Now that
Rahul Gandhi has highlighted a key election
issue and brought the Opposition together, he
faces the challenge of keeping them united.
The 'one man, one vote' campaign, a
fundamental principle of democracy, is
essential. The I.N.D.I.A has launched its two-
week-long 'Vote Adhikar Yatra,' led by
senior leaders Rahul Gandhi and Tejashwi
Yadav. There will be many more such yatras
before the Bihar polls.

However, the Election Commission's
image has declined, and people are
beginning to doubt the institution. It is not
too late to correct its image, and it must
restore its credibility. (IPA)
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SSC shortened exam notice duration from 43 days to around 21 days: Govtin RS

NEW DELHI, AUG 21 /--/
The Staff Selection
Commission has introduced
differentreform measuresto
shorten the recruitment
cycle, including reduction
in the duration of exam
notice from around 45 days
to 21 days, the Rajya Sabha
was informed on Thursday.
Due to the cumulative effect
of these measures, there has
been a reduction in the
recruitment cycle of various
examinations conducted by
the Staff Selection
Commission (SSC) from 15-
18 months to 6-10 months,
Union Minister of State for
Personnel, Jitendra Singh,
said in a written reply. Singh
said the SSC has introduced
several reform measures to
shorten the recruitment
cycle, including "complete
transition from pen and
paper-based examinationsto
computer-based
examinations","reductionin
thenumber of tiers/stages of
examinations"and"duration
of exam notice shortened
from around 45 days to
around 21 days".

Singh cited "removal of
descriptive-type papers in
all examinations (except
combined Hindi translators
examination)", "document
verification of selected
candidates to be done by
ministries/departments”,
"discontinuation of
interview"and"introduction
ofe-dossiersand phasing-out
of physical dossiers, thereby
speeding-up pre-
appointmentverification"as
some of the reform
measures.

Inaseparateresponse, he
said the SSC has developed
an online centralised e-
dossier system for secure,
tamper-proof, and
transparent handling of
candidate dossiers of
recruitment examinations.
The key features of the
system include controlled,
role-based accesstoe-dossier
system provided through
authorised logins to users in
SSC and ministries/
departments and tracking
mechanism at every stage

with unique tracking
number to ensure
authenticity and data

integrity, the minister said.
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efficient coordination
between SSCandministries/
departments, besides
reduction in the use of
physical dossiers, thereby
speeding up the pre-
appointmentverificationand
recommendation of
candidates to ministries/
departments, Singh said.
Onpromotionofregional
languages in competitive

The e-dossier system has
been successfully
implemented in several
major examinations of SSC,
which include combined
graduate level examination
2024, combined higher
secondary level
examination 2024, junior
engineer examination (JE)
2024, and multi-tasking (non-
technical)staff andhavaldar

(CBIC and CBN) examinations, Singh said
examination 2024, among since 2022, the SSC has been
others, he said. conductingthree all-India

Implementation of the e- competitive examinations -
dossier system for the pre- - multi-tasking (non-
appointment process has technical)staff andhavaldar
resulted in several benefits, (CBIC and CBN)
including faster validation examination, combined
and forwarding of dossiers higher secondary (10+2)
with digital tracking, level examination, and
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Notice inviting e-Bid
Chairman, Dalkhola Municipality On behalf of the Board of Coun-
cillors invites following

e-NIT - WBMAD/CM/DLK/NIT-10(e)25-26
Tender ID- 2025_MAD_893231_1 to 2
1. Bid proposal submission start date- 22.08.2025 at 17.00 Hrs
2. Bid proposal submission closing date- 11.09.2025 at 17.00
Hrs
3. Bid opening for technically evaluation date- 13.09.2025 at
17.00 Hrs
Sd/-
Chairman
Dalkhola Municipality

e-TENDERNOTICE
L The notice NleT No 17& 18(1st Call/ED-Engg/H&FW) & 208/ TRM/RFP/
NleQ-13/EE/DED(ES-1)/GTA/2025-2026 0f 2025-2026 has been notifiedin
the office of the undersigned.
Thedetailsmaybe seeninthe website: www.wbtenders.gov.in.
Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
Darjeeling Engineering Division,
Landal House, Lalkothi Complex,
Gorkhaland Territorial Administration
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COFFICE OF THE RECOYERY OFFICER - 11|
DEETS RECOYERY TRIBUNAL ZILIGUR]
2nd Floar, PGM Toewer, Sevple Raad. SiligurisT34 001 (st Bengal)
DEMAND MOTICE
NOTIZE LIMIER SECTIONE 15 TO & 0OF THE RECOWERY OF DEETS &
AAKKRUFTCY ACT, 1903 AND RULE 3 DF SECDYD 3CHEDLILE TO THE

INCONE TAX ACT. * 61 S06-2035
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the UPSC allows candidates
towriteanswersinany ofthe
22 languages listed in the
Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution, besides Hindi
or English (exceptinthecase
of language and literature
papers)," Singh said. (PTI)

constable (GD) examination
--in 13 regional languages
along with Hindi and
English.

"As regards other
competitive examinations,
the civil services (mains)
examination conducted by
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GORKHALAND TERRITORIAL ADMINISTRATION
PIU, WBSRDA, KALIMPONG DIVISION
NOTICE INVITING eTENDER

On behalf of the Panchayats and Rural Development
Department, Govt. of West Bengal, tenders are invited
by the Executive Enginesr, through e-tendering (details
can be sought at www.whbtenders.gov.in).

Date of Publishing of Tender on wehsite: 22.08.2025
Tender Ref No.: 16 of 2025-26
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NOTICEINVITINGE-TENDERS
On behalf of Principal Secretary, GTAthe Executive Engineer,
K.E.D, Kurseonginvites e-tender from the eligible bonafide con-
tractors to participate in the bid. The details can be seen at: http://
etender.wb.nic.in.
NleTNo.:20/EE/KED/GTA 0f2025-2026 Dt:21-08-2025
Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
K.E.D, Kurseong,

ABRIDGED e-TENDER NOTICE
MEKLIGANJ MUNICIPALITY, MEKLIGANJ, COOCH BEHAR.

THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER, MEKLIGANJ MUNICIPALITY INVITES E-
TENDERs ON ONLINE MODE AS PER NleT NO:- 12/MKG/NIeT/2025-
26,13/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,14/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,15/MKG/NIe T/2025-26,
16/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,17/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,18/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,19/
MKG/NIeT/2025-26,20/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,DT.-20/08/2025 UNDER SBM-
U 2.0.
TENDER ID:- 2025_MAD_893414_1, 2025_MAD_893410_1,
2025_MAD_893410_2, 2025_MAD_893410_3, 2025_MAD_893226_1,
2025_MAD_893314_1, 2025_MAD_893325_1, 2025_MAD_893337_1,
2025_MAD_893351_1, 2025_MAD_893394_1,2025_MAD_893397_1.
BID SUBMISSION END DATE:- 06.09.2025 AT 2:00 PM & 30.08.2028 AT
02:00 PM. DETAILS OF TENDER DOCUMENTS MAY BE DOWN-
LOADED FROM www.wbtenders.gov.in.

Sd/- Executive Officer,

Mekliganj Municipality,

Mekliganj, Cooch Behar.
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Pak-basedJeMlaunchesRs3.91
billion fundraisingdrive after losses
during Operation Sindoor

JAMMU, AUG 21 /--/ After suffering
severe setbacks during Operation Sindoor,
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
terror outfit has launched a massive
fundraising drive in that country under the
garb of building over 300 mosques to
replicate Lashkar-e-Taiba’s
decentralization policy, security officials
said.

The JeM has come out with a new
mechanism with the support of Pakistan's
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) to collect
funds. It is using digital wallets like
‘EasyPaisa’ and ‘Sadapay’ controlled by its
founder and most wanted terrorist Masood
Azhar’s family members to bypass scrutiny
by global agencies like the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF), the officials said
citing inputs from across the border. The Rs
3.91 billion fundraising drive would secure
JeM’s operational and weapons financing
for at least a decade, they said. Indian
armed forces carried out missile strikes on
terror infrastructure in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in the early
hours of May 7 in retaliation to the
Pahalgam terror attack. Pakistan retaliated
and the intense border skirmishes
continued till May 10 before the two
countries reached an understanding to end
the hostilities. The officials said the JeM’s
headquarters ‘Markaz Subhanallah’, along
with four other training camps -- Markaz
Bilal, Markaz Abbas, Mahmona Joya, and

the Sargal training camp — were destroyed
during the Operation Sindoor. While
Pakistan’s government has announced
funding to rebuild these destroyed
facilities, the JeM has launched an online
fundraising campaign through digital
wallets to collect Rs 3.91 billion for
constructing 313 new markaz buildings
under the garb of constructing mosques
across Pakistan, the officials said. On
social media platforms like Facebook and
WhatsApp, JeM-linked proxy accounts
and those used by JeM commanders have
posted posters, videos, and a letter from
Masood Azhar, urging supporters to donate
wholeheartedly as each mosque requires
Rs 12.5 million (Rs 1.25 crore) for
construction and smooth running, they
said.

According to the officials, several of
the digital wallet accounts were found
linked to the mobile number of Azhar’s
brother Talha Al Saif (Talha Gulzar) and
JeM Haripur district commander Aftab
Ahmad based in Khala Batt Township.
They said another fundraising channel was
linked to a mobile number run by Azhar’s
son Abdullah Azhar (Abdullah Khan)
while in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, JeM
commander Syed Safdar Shah is
collecting donations for the organization’s
markaz via a number registered near
Melwarah post office, Oghi, Mansehra
district. (PTI)

NEW YORK, AUG 21 /--/ A woman on
the FBI's '10 Most Wanted Fugitive' list
was arrested in India on charges of killing
her six-year-old son, according to officials.
The arrest of Cindy Rodriguez Singh, 40,
was the fourth "Top 10 Most Wanted"
capture in seven months, Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) Director Kash Patel
said in an X post on Wednesday. He
credited law enforcement partners in
Texas, the US Justice Department, and
authorities in India for their coordination
leading to Singh's arrest, who was wanted
on state charges of killing her son. She
fled the US in 2023 to evade prosecution.
The FBI had offered a reward of up to
USD 250,000 for information that could
lead to her arrest. Fox News reported that

Woman on FBI's "Top 10 Most Wanted'
list arrested in India for killing son

Singh allegedly lied about his
whereabouts, indicating that the child
was in Mexico with his biological father
and had been there since November 2022.
Two days later, she boarded a flight to
India with her husband - the boy's Indian-
origin stepfather - and six other juvenile
children and never returned. The then-
missing child was not present with them
and never boarded the flight, according
to the report. Her son had numerous
health and developmental issues,
including a severe developmental
disorder, social disorder, bone density
issues, and chronic lung disease, Fox
News reported, quoting officials. Singh
was formally charged in October 2023 in
a Texas district court. Singh's arrest came

authorities, it said.

Singh was arrested in India by the FBI, in
coordination with Indian authorities and
INTERPOL. She has been transported to
the US and will be turned over to Texas

In March 2023, authorities in Texas
conducted a welfare check for Singh's
special needs son Noel Rodriguez-Alvarez,
who had not been seen since October 2022.

said. (PTI)

after an INTERPOL Red Notice was
published for her last year and submitted
to all member countries, including India.
At that time, an extradition packet for
Singh was also submitted, the report said.
She will face charges of 'Unlawful Flight
to Avoid Prosecution' and 'Capital Murder
of a person under 10 years of age', Patel

Russian allies Belarus, Iran agree fo boost bilateral defence fies

MINSK, AUG 21 /--/ The
leaders of Belarus and
Iran signed new
agreements on Wednesday
to boost bilateral ties in

key areas including
defence, the two
governments said.
Presidents Alexander

Lukashenko and Masoud
Pezeshkian signed a
package of 13 documents
in the Belarusian capital,
Minsk. Both governments
have been placed under
heavy sanctions, limiting
potential trading partners.

Pezeshkian said Iran
would help Belarus to
neutralise such measures,
citing Tehran's decades of
experience circumventing
Western economic
restrictions. Lukashenko
told Pezeshkian that
Belarus was ready to
cooperate with you on all
issues from providing
your country with food to
military-technical
cooperation, calling the
Iranian president a
friend. The two parties did
not disclose any further

Ukrainian suspected in
Nord Stream pipeline
blasts arrested in ltaly

BERLIN, AUG 21 /--/ A
Ukrainian citizen
suspected to be one of
the coordinators of the
undersea explosions in
2022 that damaged the
Nord Stream gas
pipelines between Russia
and Germany has been
arrested, German
prosecutors said
Thursday. The suspect,
identified only as Serhii
K in line with German
privacy rules, was
arrested overnight by
officers from a police
station in Misano
Adriatrico, near the
Italian city of Rimini,
federal prosecutors said.
Explosions on September
26, 2022 damaged the
pipelines, which were
built to carry Russian
natural gas to Germany
under the Baltic Sea. The
damage added to
tensions over the war in
Ukraine as European
countries moved to
wean themselves off
Russian energy sources,
following the Kremlin's
full-scale invasion of
Ukraine. Investigators
have been largely
tightlipped on their
investigation, but said
two years ago they found
traces of undersea
explosives in samples
taken from a yacht that
was searched as part of
the probe.

In a statement
Thursday, prosecutors
said Serhii K was one of
a group of people who
placed explosives on the

pipelines and is believed to
have been one of the
coordinators. They said
he is suspected of causing
explosions, anti-
constitutional sabotage
and the destruction of
structures. The suspect
and others used a yacht
that set off from the
German port of Rostock,
which had been hired
from a German company
using forged IDs and with
the help of intermediaries,
prosecutors said. They
didn't give any
information on the other
people aboard the yacht or
say anything about who
else might have been
involved in coordinating
the suspected sabotage.
The explosions ruptured
the Nord Stream 1
pipeline, which was
Russia's main natural gas
supply route to Germany
until Moscow cut off
supplies at the end of
August 2022. They also
damaged the Nord Stream
2 pipeline, which never
entered service because
Germany suspended its
certification process
shortly before Russia
invaded Ukraine in
February of that year.
Russia has accused the US
of staging the explosions,
a charge Washington has
denied. The pipelines were
long a target of criticism
by the US and some of its
allies, who warned that
they posed a risk to
Europe's energy security
by increasing dependence
on Russian gas.(AP)

4~ China's FM Wang meets Dar, reviews entire gamut of bilateral ties

ISLAMABAD, AUG 21 /--/
Pakistan's Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar and his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi
Thursday held strategic
consultations during which
they reviewed the entire
gamut of bilateral ties and
discussed important
regional and global issues.
"We held fruitful and
substantive discussions
today covering diverse areas
of mutual interest," Dar said
while addressing a joint
press conference with Wang.
During the 6th round of the

Foreign Ministers' Strategic
Dialogue in Islamabad, the
two leaders exchanged in-
depth views on multiple
facets of bilateral
cooperation, including the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor 2.0, trade and
economic relations,
multilateral cooperation,
and people-to-people ties,
the Foreign Office said. The
"two sides reviewed the
entire gamut of Pakistan-
China relations and
discussed important
regional and global issues,"

it said. Underlining the All-
Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partnership
between Pakistan and China,
Dar and Wang agreed that
Pakistan-China friendship is
significant for maintaining
regional peace and stability
and also indispensable for
the progress and prosperity
of the two countries, the
Foreign Office said. They
also agreed to continue
close coordination and
communication, both
bilaterally and at
multilateral forums, it

added. Earlier, Wang was
warmly received by
Foreign Minister Dar upon
his arrival at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs for the
Strategic Dialogue. He will
also meet President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif. Wang
arrived in Islamabad last
night from Kabul, where he

took part in a trilateral
meeting with his
counterparts from

Afghanistan and Pakistan.
The three sides agreed to
expand cooperation in

multiple fields, including
the extension of the CPEC to
Kabul. This is Wang's
second visit to Pakistan in
three years, and the latest
high-level exchange between
the two countries following
recent bilateral meetings
and visits. Earlier this week,
Wang visited New Delhi,
where he held talks with his
Indian counterpart S
Jaishankar and attended the
24th round of Special
Representatives boundary
talks with NSA Ajit Doval on
Tuesday. (PTI)

Wartime mass grave in Sri Lanka yields baby bottle, children's clothes, 141 skeletons

CHEMMANI (SRI
LANKA), AUG 21 /--/ A
baby bottle, a squeaky toy,
and a schoolbag are among
items that have surfaced
from a mass grave site in Sri
Lanka's formerly war-torn
northern region, along with
141 human skeletons,
including some that appear
to be of children of different
ages. The findings were
made at a cremation ground
in the Chemmani area near
Jaffna town, the cultural
heartland of the country's
ethnic Tamil minority. But
hardly any burials take
place here, as Hindus mostly
cremate their dead
according to religious
customs. Excavations have
been underway since June,
after workers found human
remains while digging to
build an electric
crematorium. A pit test
over nine days discovered
19 sets of human remains.
Shallow burials of about 1.5
metres in a scattered and
disorganised manner, and
the absence of clothing,
indicated the site was a
mass grave, according to a
report provided to a court
in June.

Since the area was
secured and declared a
crime scene that month, a
total of 141 skeletons have
been discovered within a
165-square-metre  area.

About 135 of the bodies had
no clothing, and only one set
of adult clothing was
identified. Tests confirmed
that a skeleton found with a
schoolbag was that of a girl
between 4 and 6 years old.
Toddlers' dresses, socks and
footwear, tiny bead bangles
and a baby powder tray
were also recovered. The
identities of the dead and
the cause and timing of
their deaths are all unclear.
But many think the victims
could be civilians who
disappeared during Sri
Lanka's civil war, which
broke out in 1983 between
government forces and
ethnic Tamil rebels, who
fought to create an
independent homeland for
the minority group. The war
ended in 2009. Several
Tamil armed groups and an
Indian peacekeeping
mission were active in the
region over the decades. But
attention has focused on the
Sri Lankan military, which
had a heavy presence for
over a decade in Chemmani,
as the gateway to Jaffna
town.

A confession made by
an army soldier before he
was sentenced to death for
rape and murder 27 years
ago has strengthened
suspicions about the site. In
1998, Somaratne Rajapakse,
along with four alleged

accomplices from the
military and police, were
sentenced to death for the
gang rape and murder of a
schoolgirl and the killing of
her mother, brother and a
neighbour. The five, who
weren't hanged and remain
in prison due to a
moratorium on executions,
have maintained that they
were not involved in the
rape and murder, but only
disposed of the bodies
under orders. Rajapakse told
the court that he knew
where up to 400 bodies were
buried in Chammani. We
cannot say exactly who the
perpetrators are yet, but the
finger points to the (state)
army, said Brito Fernando,
an activist working with the
families of people who
disappeared during various
armed conflicts in Sri
Lanka. The area, including
the cremation ground, was
under Sri Lankan military
control from 1996, when it
captured Jaffna from the
rebels, until after the war
ended in 2009. The military
operated checkpoints, and
anyone who entered or left
the area was searched. In
1999, Rajapakse led police to
a spot where the schoolgirl,
her family and the
neighbour were buried and
later showed police other
places where more remains
were found. But the

investigations were abruptly
stopped.

Items found at the site
were publicly displayed
earlier this month in the
hope that their owners
would be identified, and
many people from
surrounding villages and
beyond visited the site.
Amalanathan Mary Calista,
whose husband has been
missing since 1996 when the
military arrested him in
their village, said she hoped
seeing proof that her
husband was dead would
bring a sense of closure. I
went there hoping to see at
least his clothes. There was
a sarong (clothing that
wraps around the waist), but
it wasn't my husband's. He
was wearing a blue sarong at
the time. It was
disappointing, she said. I
only saw the clothing of
little children, she added, as
she wept. She said her
husband is among 24 people
who never returned home
after the military searched
their village. Families had
tried to block the army
vehicles from taking away
the detained people, but the
authorities pushed them
aside with guns, and the
vehicles sped away, she said.
My wish is that he should be
alive and return, but we can
donothing ifitisnot so," she
said. The state army

arrested him. They must say
that they arrested him and
that he died at their hands.
They also must pay us
compensation, she said.

A 2003 report by Sri
Lanka's Human Rights
Commission said it
investigated 281 complaints
of missing persons from
1990 to 1998. Of these, three
were found in prisons and
later released, while the rest
are still unaccounted for.
The report said the military
was responsible for 243
cases, while the Tamil Tiger
rebels were responsible for
25. The responsibility for 10
others is unknown. No
children were listed as
missing. Nadesapillai
Vithyatharan, the editor of
the only newspaper in the
region at the time, said
several families returned to
Jaffna after fleeing into
rebel-held territory as the
military moved in. Some
reportedly went missing
after being stopped at
checkpoints set up to look
for infiltrating rebels, he
said. Ground-penetrating
radar in other parts of the
cremation ground has
shown soil anomalies that
are indicative of
comparable density of
buried skeletal remains,
according to a report
submitted in the Jaffna
court last week.(AP)

details how the
countries intend to
cooperate in the defence
sector. Other areas covered
by the agreement include
industry and tourism, as
well as joint initiatives in
science, technology and
education.
Access to Belarus' wood
processing and chemical
industry, as well as potash
fertilisers, can all bring
potential benefits to Iran.
The two presidents
also said their countries
would start work toward a

on

strategic partnership
treaty. Lukashenko, a close
ally of President Vladimir
Putin, allowed Russia to
use Belarusian territory as
a staging ground for
Moscow' full-scale
invasion of Ukraine and
later allowed the
deployment of Russian
tactical nuclear missiles.
Iran has supplied Russia
with drones for use in the
war, and Pezeshkian
signed a strategic
cooperation treaty with
Putin in January, although

it did not include a mutual
defence clause.

The Iranian president's
visit to Minsk has been
postponed several times
due to US strikes on Iran's
nuclear facilities.
Lukashenko called the
strikes on Iran's nuclear
infrastructure a serious
threat to regional and
international stability and
security.

We

support Iran's

legitimate right to develop
peaceful nuclear energy,
Lukashenko said. (AP)

Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, right, and India's Foreign Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar enter a hall for their talks at Zinaida Morozova's

Mansion in Moscow, Russia—PTI Photo

Ukraine expects clarity soon on security
guarantees from US, other allies

KYIV, AUG 21 /--/ Russia launched one
of its biggest aerial attacks this year at
UKkraine, firing 574 drones and 40 missiles
overnight, the Ukrainian Air Force said
Thursday. The attack mostly targeted
western regions of the country, it said. The
strikes killed at least one person and
injured 15 others, according to officials.
UKkraine's Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha
said Russia struck a major American
electronics manufacturer in western
Ukraine. He provided no further details.
Western parts of Ukraine are far from the
battlefield's front line in the east and
south of the country. Much of the military
aid provided by Ukraine's Western allies is
believed to be transported and stored
there. It was Russia's third largest aerial
attack this year in terms of the number of
drones fired and the eighth-largest in
terms of missiles, according to official
figures. The strikes occurred during a
renewed US-led effort to reach a peace
settlement in the three-year war following
Russia's invasion of
its neighbour.
Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy
condemned the
attack, saying it was

carried out as if
nothing were
changing at all.

Moscow has shown no
signs of pursuing
meaningful
negotiations to end
the war and urged the
international
community to respond
with stronger
pressure, including
tougher sanctions and tariffs, he said.
Russia wasted several cruise missiles
against an American business, he said,
noting it was a regular civilian enterprise
producing domestic utilities, such as coffee
machines. And that too became a target for
Russia. Very telling.

Earlier, Zelenskyy said Ukraine will
hold intensive meetings to understand
what kind of security guarantees its allies
are willing to provide after receiving
signals that the United States would back
reinvigorated discussions seeking an end
to war. The details are being hammered
out among national security advisers and
military officials and Zelenskyy thinks
they will take clearer shape within 10
days. He then expects to be ready to hold
direct talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin for the first time since the
full-scale invasion.

The talks could also be conducted in a
trilateral format alongside US President
Donald Trump, Zelenskyy said. We want to
have an understanding of the security
guarantees architecture within seven to 10
days. And based on that understanding,
we aim to hold a trilateral meeting. That
was my logic, Zelenskyy said, speaking to
reporters Wednesday after his trip to
Washington along with Europe's top
leaders. President Trump suggested a
slightly different logic: a trilateral meeting
through a bilateral one, Zelenskyy said.
But then we all agreed that, in any case,
we continue working on the security
guarantees, establishing this approximate
framework, similar to Article 5. And what
we have today is political support for this.
Article 5 is NATO's common defence
guarantee under which an attack on one
member is considered an attack on them
all. A venue for the meeting is being
discussed with Switzerland, Austria and
Turkey as possibilities, Zelenskyy added.
Kyiv still does not have clarity over what
kind of support it can expect from allies. A
coalition of more than 30 countries have in

principle pledged to contribute to security
guarantees but talks came to a standstill
when the US remained ambivalent about
its role.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said working on security
arrangements in Ukraine without
Moscow's involvement would not work,
according to state news agency RIA
Novosti. We cannot agree with the fact
that it is now proposed to resolve
collective security issues without the
Russian Federation. This will not work.
We have already explained more than
once that Russia does not overstate its
interests, but we will ensure our legitimate
interests firmly and harshly, Lavrov said at
a news conference Wednesday. Recent
positive signals from Trump suggesting
the US will support Article 5-like security
guarantees and Ukraine's hopes to join the
European Union have reinvigorated those
discussions, Zelenskyy said. Today we
have a positive signal from America, from

President Trump, from his team, that they
will be participants in the security
guarantees for Ukraine. And this opens up
the possibility for other countries, he
added. Now the general staff of key
countries have already started talking
about what they are ready for. And some
countries that were not there will
probably appear now.

Turkiye vocalised its readiness to
provide security along the Black Sea after
Trump appeared open to the possibility
of supporting security guarantees for
Ukraine, Zelenskyy said. Zelenskyy
reiterated that Ukraine is ready to hold
direct talks with Putin. And what if the
Russians are not ready? The Europeans
raised the issue. If the Russians are not
ready, then we would like to see a strong
reaction from the United States, he said.
UKkraine previously has expressed hope
that the US will punish Russia with more
sanctions if it does not demonstrate a
serious willingness to end the war.
Zelenskyy spoke positively about his
meeting with Trump in the Oval Office on
Monday alongside Europe's top leaders.
He sought to convince Trump that the
battlefield situation was not as bad for
Ukraine as Putin portrayed. Zelenskyy
pointed to errors in the US map of the
front line that he said showed Russia
holding more territory than it actually
does. President Trump was interested in
hearing the details. We talked a lot about
Donbas, about the East, what its
importance is. I noted that if our military
withdraws from this territory and it is
occupied, then we will open the way to
Kharkiv, Zelenskyy said, adding that he
showed Trump roads leading to Ukraine's
industrial centre in Dnipropetrovsk. I
noted to him that there are many
important aspects here. If we are simply
talking about withdrawing from the east,
we cannot do this, Zelenskyy said, noting
that he believed Trump had understood
him. (AP)
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Want fo bring responsible celebs to talk about
important issues: Soha Ali Khan on new podcast

NEW DELHI, AUG 21 /--/
Actor-author Soha Ali
Khan isready to step into
the podcasting world with
her show "All About Her",
which she wants to be a
"one-stop shop" for issues
pertaining to women's
wellness by roping in both
celebrities and experts.
The podcast has an
impressive lineup of stars
like Kareena Kapoor Khan,
Malaika Arora, Smriti
Irani, celebrity nutritionist
Rujuta Diwekar and many
others.The "Rang De
Basanti" actor said her
attempt is to normalise
lesser talked about aspects
of women's experiences
through her podcast.

"We look up to
celebrities like role models
and we emulate them. And
so the idea is to get
responsible celebrities
who are happy to share and

when we hear about them

and hear from them, then

we feel, 'Okay, maybe we

can talk about this'," Khan

told PTIin an interview.
Khan believes

addition to Kareena
appearing on the podcast.
Khan said Kareena, her
sister-in-law, was an
"organic fit" as she is

the combination
of celebrities and
experts makes her
podcast different
from the others.
Some of the
topics "All About
Her" will explore
are IVF, nutrition
and cancer. Khan,
who married
partner Kunal

through something in my
life right now which has
been quite unsettling and
as a woman in your mid
40s, your body really goes

through a change,

whether it's a
hormonal shift,
whether it's a
professional
shift, whether
family dynamics
change."

"I felt that last
year, I had some
really interesting
conversations
with a bunch of

Khemmu in 2015

and shares a child with
him, explained that she
would like to explore
topics like monogamy in
long term relationships
and the worrisome influx
of Ozempic as a weight loss
drug.She also teased "two
more family members" in

Rana Daggubati's Spirit Media
to distribute Sundance winning
feature 'Sabar Bonda' in India

NEW DELHI, AUG 21 /--/ "Sabar Bonda", the
Rohan Parashuram Kanwade-directed Marathi
feature film, which won the Grand Jury Prize at
the Sundance Film Festival earlier this year, will
be distributed in India by filmmaker Rana
Daggubati's Spirit Media.

Daggubati had earlier come on board to
distribute Payal Kapadia's Cannes Grand Prix
winner “All We Imagine as Light” in the country.

Titled "Cactus Pears" in English, the movie
follows Anand, a city-dweller grappling with
personal loss and familial pressures, as he
embarks on a 10-day mourning ritual in his
ancestral village. Amid the rugged beauty of
western India, he finds solace and connection
with Balya, a childhood friend facing similar
issues.

Featuring a stellar cast, including Bhushaan
Manoj, Suraaj Suman, and Jayshri Jagtap, the
narrative delicately captures the complexities
of personal relationships forged under
challenging circumstances and celebrates the
courage it takes to honour one’s truth.

A film of many firsts, Sabar Bonda (Cactus
Pears) made history earlier this year as the first-
ever Indian fiction feature to win at the
Sundance Film Festival, where it was awarded
the prestigious Grand Jury Prize. Selected from
thousands of submissions worldwide, it stood
as India’s only feature in competition and
marked another milestone as the first Marathi-
language film ever to premiere at the festival.

Since then, the film has travelled across the
globe, screening at over 25 international film
festivals and winning accolades, including Best
Feature Film, Audience Choice Awards, and
Honourable Mentions at prestigious platforms
such as SXSW London, San Francisco
International Film Festival, IFFLA, and more.
Now, with its Indian theatrical release, Sabar
Bonda finally comes home.

On collaborating with Sabar Bonda for its
Indian theatrical release, Rana Daggubati,
Spirit Media, said, “At Spirit Media, we
champion great stories that can transcend
beyond languages and borders. Sabar Bonda has
carried Indian cinema to new heights on the
global stage; all credit to Rohan for bringing
such honesty and tenderness to it, and the
producers for supporting this film’s journey.
We’re thrilled to now bring the film home to
Indian audiences who will find their own
reflections in its beauty and truth."Reflecting
on the film’s journey and its Indian theatrical
release, writer-director Rohan Parashuram
Kanawade shared, “Having Spirit Media
distribute Sabar Bonda in India feels incredibly
meaningful. This film reimagines one of the
most intimate experiences of my life into a story
about love, acceptance, and resilience."

He added, “To see it resonate with audiences
across the world has been overwhelming in the
best way, but bringing it home to India carries a
different kind of fulfilment. What excites me
most about this partnership is not just the
release itself, but the possibility it represents -
the chance for regional, authentic, and
emotionally honest Indian stories to find space in
theatres here, and to claim their place in our
larger cultural memory. With Spirit Media, I
believe Sabar Bonda will truly find its way to
hearts across India."Developed under the Venice
Biennale College Cinema 2022-2023 and NFDC
Marathi script camp and presented at global
platforms like the Film London Production
Finance Market, NFDC Marathi Script Camp,
Film Bazaar Co-Production Market, Venice Gap
Financing Market, and Goes to Cannes, Sabar
Bonda (Cactus Pears) showcases the finest talents
of an international collaborative effort.Produced
by Neeraj Churi (UK), Mohamed Khaki (Canada),
Kaushik Ray (UK), Naren Chandavarkar (India),
Sidharth Meer (India), and Hareesh Reddypalli
(India), with co-producer, Neha Kaul and
acclaimed actor Jim Sarbh and associate producer
Rajesh Parwatkar, the film is a remarkable
achievement for Marathi cinema. (PTI)

someone who "has managed
to straddle career and work
life, personal life, family
and children".

The 46-year-old said the
inspiration for the podcast
came from her personal
life."The motivation came
from the fact that I'm going

experts, as well as
some good friends. And I
felt like those
conversations were really
enriching. And I wanted to
share those conversations
with a wider audience that
may not know me," she
added. Khan is embracing
the podcast with the intent

of bringing awareness."I
wanted to do it in the form
of conversation, non-
judgmental, safe space
with an expert, as well as
with a phenomenal woman
who's sort of an
embodiment of that
subject," Khan said.

"The Perils of Being
Moderately Famous"
writer also spoke about her
career trajectory, exploring
acting, writing and now
podcasting.

"Writing and speaking
are one way, but conversing
is two ways," Khan
added.The actor was last
seen on screen in the
horror "Chhorii 2". She will
be next seen in "Bridge", a
thriller which will feature
her alongside Madhavan
and Rashi Khanna.

"All About Her" is set to
debut on YouTube on
Friday. (PTI)

Bollywood actors Shah Rukh Khan and Sahher Bambba during the preview launch
of the former's son Aryan Khan's directorial debut on Netflix

|‘...|.rl'

';'Efis-i“'“
LN L&

"i...li

I B B BN N B N B § B O BE E B NS NN RN N OR RN W
T ——————

g..

Prime Video inks multi-year post-theatrical
licensing deal with Maddock Films

MUMBAI, AUG 21 /--/ Prime Video on
Thursday announced a multi-year
collaboration with Maddock Films,
securing worldwide-exclusive post-
theatrical streaming rights to eight of its
upcoming titles, including films from the
banner’s blockbuster horror-comedy
universe.

As part of the deal, Prime Video will
be the exclusive streaming home to
Maddock Films’ slate of movies releasing
theatrically between 2025 and 2027, the
streamer said in a statement. The line-up
includes romantic comedy "Param
Sundari", starring Sidharth Malhotra and
Janhvi Kapoor, scheduled for theatrical
release on August 29.

"Thama", a new vampire movie
featuring Ayushmann Khurrana,
Rashmika Mandanna and Nawazuddin
Siddiqui, as well as two yet-to-be-
announced titles from Maddock’s horror-
comedy universe are also part of the slate.

Sequels to Maddock's past hits
"Shiddat" and "Badlapur", along with the
Sriram Raghavan-directed "Ikkis"
featuring Agastya Nanda will debut on
Prime Video after their release in
theatres. Prime Video said the
collaboration builds on the platform’s
history with Maddock Films, which has

previously delivered popular titles such
as "Stree 2", "Teri Baaton Mein Aisa Uljha
Jiya" and co-production "Bhool Chuk
Maaf", besides the original series "Jee
Karda".

Dinesh Vijan, founder and CEO of
Maddock Films, said the partnership
reflects a shared vision to take Indian
storytelling to a global audience.

"We’ve always believed in telling
stories that surprise, entertain, and
resonate — and in working with partners
who share that belief. Prime Video has
consistently championed cinema that
transcends languages, geographies, and
formats. From our horror-comedy
universe to our most beloved franchises,
our endeavour has always been to create
worlds that audiences love to revisit," he
added.

Manish Menghani, director and head
of contentlicensing, Prime Video India,
said the streaming service is committed to
amplifying the reach of Indian cinema.

“This multi-film slate not only builds
on the unique and wildly popular horror-
comedy universe and franchise sequels
but also brings in a distinctive blend of
creative originality and fresh storytelling
that is synonymous with Maddock,” he
said. (PTT)

'Severance' star Tramell Tillman boards
cast of 'Spider-Man: Brand New Day'

LOS ANGELES, AUG 21/
--/ Tramell Tillman, the
breakout star of Apple's
psychological thriller series
"Severance", has joined the
cast of Tom Holland-led
"Spider-Man: Brand New
Day".

The film, being directed
by Destin Daniel Cretton of
"Shang-Chi and the Legend
of the Ten Rings”, is the
fourth film in the Spidey
franchise and set to release
in theatres worldwide in
July 2026.

Inthe movie, Holland is
reprising his fan-favourite
role of Peter Parker aka
Spider-Man, alongside
Zendaya as M J Jones-
Watson and Jacob Batalon as
Ned Leeds, reported
entertainment news outlet
Variety.

Though details about
Tillman’s role remain
tightly under wraps, he will
share the screen with Tom
Holland’s “Spider-Man”,
Zendaya’s “MJ Jones-
Watson”, and Jacob
Batalon’s “Ned Leeds”. The

ensemble also includes Jon
Bernthal reprising his role
as the Punisher and Mark
Ruffalo as the Hulk, with
Sadie Sink and Liza Colon-
Zayas appearing in
undisclosed parts.
Another noted Spider-
Man character is also slated
to come back for ‘Brand
New Day’. Michael Mando,
known for ‘Better Call Saul’,
isreprising his role as the
villain Scorpion, whom he
first played in the first Tom
Holland Spider-Man film,
‘Spider-Man: Homecoming’.
“Spider-Man: Brand
New Day” marks the fourth
installment in the Holland-
led franchise and will be
helmed by “Shang-Chi and
the Legend of the Ten
Rings” director Destin
Daniel Cretton. The film has
a screenplay written by
Erik Sommers and Chris
McKenna. Details about the
plot of the upcoming
instalment are undisclosed.
The upcoming film is
backed by Amy Pascal and
Marvel Studios president

Kevin Feige. The film is
slated to hit theatres
worldwide on July 31, 2026.

Tillman’s career has
been on a fast rise. His
performance in
“Severance” earned him an
Emmy nomination for
Outstanding Supporting
Actor in a Drama Series,
alongside nominations from
both the SAG Awards and
the Independent Spirit
Awards. Earlier this year, he
appeared opposite Tom

Cruise in “Mission:
Impossible — The Final
Reckoning”.

He is currently juggling
multiple projects, including
Amazon/MGM’s  “Your
Mother Your Mother Your
Mother”and LenaDunham’s
upcoming Netflix feature
“Good Sex”. His
filmography also spans
HBO Max’s “Sweethearts”
and the crime drama
“Barron’s Cove”, while his
television credits include
“Dietland”, “Godfather of
Harlem”, and “Hunters”.
(PTI)

TVactors GiaManek and

"The Ba***ds of Bollywood', in Mumbai

Prime Videoto premiere musicaldrama
'Songs of Paradise' onAugust 29

MUMBAI, AUG 21 /--/ "Songs of
Paradise", amusical drama inspired by
the life and journey of renowned
Kashmiri singer Raj Begum, will make its
debut on Prime Video on August 29, the
OTT platform announced on Thursday.

Presented by Excel Entertainment
and produced by Apple Tree Pictures
Production and Renzu Films Production,
the film is directed by Los Angeles-based
filmmaker Danish Renzu.

The movie features Saba Azad and
Soni Razdan portraying the lead
character Noor Begum in two different
time periods. It will also feature Zain
Khan Durrani, Sheeba Chaddha, Taaruk
Raina and Lillete Dubey in pivotal roles.

Described by the makers as a poignant
tribute to resilience, identity, and
courage, Songs of Paradise revisits the
story of Kashmir’s first prominent female
playback singer, whose music and
defiance not only challenged societal
barriers but also inspired generations of
women.

Manish Menghani, director and head
of content licensing at Prime Video India,
said the film offers “a fresh and emotional
perspective rooted in Kashmir’s rich
musical legacy” and will bring to life “a

remarkable lesser-known true story of
resilience and independence.”

Ritesh Sidhwani of Excel
Entertainment called the film “a timeless
tale of a champion and torchbearer for
artists from the culturally rich land of
Kashmir,” while director Danish Renzu
said it is “a heartfelt tribute” to Raj
Begum, “the first female voice at Radio
Kashmir” who dared to dream when it was
an “unspoken taboo.”

Danish Renzu added: “Songs of
Paradise is a heartfelt tribute to Padma
Shrirecipient Raj Begum, the first female
voice at Radio Kashmir. The film tells an
emotionally stirring story inspired by her
music, legacy, and grit during a time when
societal restrictions bound women within
both emotional and cultural confines. It is
the story of a woman who dared to dream
when dreaming itself was an unspoken
taboo. Saba Azad and Soni Razdan
beautifully embody the protagonist across
two distinct phases of life in this poignant
portrait of a true legend, complemented
by unmissable performances from a stellar
ensemble cast. Thanks to Prime Video,
audiences across the world will now be
able to witness her story —one that has long
deserved a place of pride.” (PTI)

Students of National Institute of Fashion Technology
(NIFT) walkaramp during Handloom Fashion Walk on
the occasion of Handloom week, in Patna

VarunnJainannounce

theirmarriage

MUMBALI, AUG 21 /--/ TV
actor GiaManek, bestknown
for her role as'Gopi Bahu'in
"Saath Nibhana Saathiya",
has tied the knot with actor-
boyfriend Varunn Jain.The
two actors shared the news
ontheirrespectiveInstagram
pages along with pictures
from the wedding.
"Withthegraceof Divine
and Master’sand with all the
love showered, we’ve
stepped into this forever
union - hand in hand, heart
to heart," they captioned the
post.The duo added that
what began as friendship
has now blossomed into a
marriage and they are
"grateful for the love,
blessingsand wishesfromall
our loved ones who made
this day so special."
"Cheers to a lifetime of
laughter, adventure,
memories,andtogetherness
asMr. & Mrs Gia & Varunn,"
the note added.Manek and
Jain shared screen space
inthe 2021 show "Tera Mera
Saath Rahe", a follow up
show to "Saath Nibhana
Saathiya".(PTI)

Global warming to impact world's emotional well-being projects analysis of social media posts

NEW DELHI, AUG 21 /--/

Sciences and Massachusetts

being, with poorer countries

emotional well-being

based warning systems and

disproportionate impacts on

A continued global warming
could bring down the world's
emotional well-being by 2.3
per cent by 2100, according
to a study that shows how
climate change threatens
one's daily experience and
not just health and economic

stability.
Researchers from the
Chinese Academy of

Institute of Technology,
among others in the US,
analysed 1.2 billion social
media posts 0f 2019 from 157
countries.

Findings published in
the journal One Earth show
that daily maximum
temperatures above 35
degrees Celsius can worsen
people's emotional well-

impacted disproportionately
—almost thrice—compared to
richer ones.Policymakers
cannot truly assess the social
costs of climate change or

design equitable
interventions to protect
citizens' physical and

psychological health without
an understanding of how
temperature affects

globally, the authors said.
Subtle, yet widespread
psychological effects of
extremetemperaturesneedto
be accounted for while
developing climate
adaptation policies, they
added.The findings can help
develop climate strategies
that integrate emotional
well-being, temperature-

targetsupport whereimpacts
are most severe, the team
said."Our analysis of 1.2
billion social media posts
from 157 countries reveals
that moderate warming
improves sentiment in
cooler regions, but
temperatures above 35
degrees Celsius harm well-
being globally, with

poorer countries and a
projected 2.3 per cent
sentiment decline by 2100,"
the authors wrote.

They also found that the
effects were "three times
greater in low- and middle-
income countries (25 per cent
decline in sentiment) than in
high-income countries (8.1
per cent)". (PTI)
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Gift of Connectivity Projects of Worth around ¥5,200 Crore to the People of West Bengal
— QT -~ SR Flagging 0ff of Metro Services R

Sealdah - Esplanade Section (Green Line) Sealdah — Espianade (Green Line)

Beleghata — Hemanta Mukhopadhyay Section (Orange Line) Beleghata — Hemanta Mukhopadhyay (Orange Line)

Noapara - Jai Hind BI!I-'IIIIII:H!III’ Section (Yellow Line) Noapara — Jai Hind Bimanbandar (Vellow Line)

Howrah Metro Station Subway
" Fuuntonsoe aving NS

6 Lane Elevated Kona Expressway, NH-12
by

Narendra Modi

Prime Minister

il SALIENT FEATURES & BENEFITS ™

Green Line (Sealdah - Esplanade) | Orange Line (Beleghata-Hemanta Mukhopadhyay)
Length: 2.45 km | Cost: T1185 crore Length: 4.39 km | Cost: 875 crore
« Finallink frorn Howrah Maldan to Salt Lake Sactor V « Extends existing line from Kavl Subhash fo Beleghata
« Metro slashes travel time to Howrah & Sealdah — down from 45 mins ta = Beleghata to Kavi Subhash cornmute cut 1o just 23 minutes
just 11mins « Benefits residents of Kolkata, North & South 24 Parganas
« Major relief for students, professionals in B.B.D. Bagh, Esplanade & New Subway at Howrah Station
Sall Lake—New Town Cost: 43 crore

« Seamless interchange between Metro and Eastem/South-Eastern Railways
« Saves lime and improves {ravel convenience
World-Class Stations & Amenities

« MNew stations: VIP Bazaar, Ritwik Ghatak, Barun Sengupta, Beleghata, Dum Dum
Cantonment, Jessore Road, Jai Hind Bimanbandar

= Faciliies include lils, escalators, drinking water, modem loilels & secunty systams

Yellow Line (Noapara-Jai Hind Bimanbandar)

Length: 6.77 km | Cost: ¥1866 crore

« KolkataAirport now directly linked to Metro network

= Travel time to Airpon reduced from 1 hourto 10 minutes

= |nterchange at Dum Dum Cantonment anables easy city-suburb access

6 Lane Elevated Kona Expressway (NH-12, Length-TKM, Cost : More than 1200 Cr)

« Reduces traffic congestion and vehicle emissions, improving air quality
« Boost lourism prospacts by enhancing access to major tourist destinations like Diamond Harbour, Kakdwip, and Bakkhali.
I\‘\_ « Connects NH-18, NH-18, NH-116, NH-2E, and NH-34, offering smoother reglonal travel, J

AT Rl i the August Presence ol EEEv R

Dr. C.V. Ananda Bose Mamata Banerjee Ashwini Vaishnaw Shantanu Thakur Ravneet Singh
Gonrernor, West Bengal Chaef Minister, West Benga| Lnitn Minister of Ratfways. infarmation & Unibon Minister of state tar Poits Liniae Minkster of State for A=iways &
Brtadcasting. Blectronies & nfnrmation Technnlogy Shipping & Waterways Food Processing industries
Dr. Sukanta Majumdar Suvendu Adhikari Prof. Sougata Ray Samik Bhattacharya
Unlon Minlster of State for Education & Leader of the Opposition, Member of Patllament Member of Parliament
Dievelopment of Norfth Eastern Redlon Wost Bongal Logkstative Assembly

Date: 22 August, 2025 @ Place: Dum Dum, Kolkata, West Bengal Time: 4:30 PM
INDIAN RAILWAYS Follow us on

www.indianrailways.gov.in ﬂ . B @ /RailMinindia
4 C MK
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WORLD SCHOOL
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Techng ingia Growp ‘Waorld School, SHgur, s bocked by the iegocy
of Techno India Group. Eostern Indio’s lorgest educational group
We g0 heyond Books o prepans young wornen for the el world

+ Eastern india's largest girls-only CBSE scheal
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NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

E-Tender is hereby invited by the
undersigned NIeT no- 01/15th
FC(T)/Gsl-1/2025-2026, dated-
20/08/2025, The last date for
submission of the e-tender is on
30/08/2025 upto 2.00 pm.
E-Tender is hereby invited by the
undersigned NIeT no- 02/15th
FC(T)/Gsl-1/2025-2026, dated-
20/08/2025, The last date for
submission of the e-tender is on
30/08/2025 upto 2.00 pm.
E-Tender is hereby invited by the
undersigned NIeT no- 03/15th
FC(T)/Gsl-1/2025-2026, dated-
20/08/2025, The last date for
submission of the e-tender is on
30/08/2025 upto 2.00 pm.

the NIeT document and other de-
tails will be available in the web-
site : www.wbtenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Prodhan
Gaisal-1G.P.
Islampur, U/Dinajpur

E —Tender Notice

NIT — 01, 02, 03, 04 and
05/2025-26 Date — 12.08.2025
Bid submission end Date —
26.08.2025 upto 14.00 hours. Sale
tender visit website : www.wb-
tenderis.gov.in.

Sd/-

Prodhan
Domohana Gram Panchayat
P.S Karandighi,

Dist. U/Dinajpur

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Tender are invited vide NIT NO-
151/DH-11/2025/TENDER
dated- 12/08/2025
152/DH-11/2025/TENDER
dated- 12/08/2025
153/DH-11/2025/TENDER
dated- 12/08/2025
154/DH-11/2025/TENDER
dated- 12/08/2025
155/DH-11/2025/TENDER
dated- 12/08/2025
of the undersigned Last date of
Bid Submission is 25/08/25 at-
1.00 PM Intending tender in
DHARAMPUR-II GP.

Sd/-

Pradhan
DHARAMPUR-II GP,
Goalpokher-I Dev. Block

NOTICE INVITING E-NIT
E.NIT are invited from the expe-
rienced and resourceful bidders
for execution of the work(s)
under Ramganj — II G.P., Islam-
pur, U/D mentioned below.
E.NIT Memo NO 800/R-Il G.P/
C.F.C.G, 801/R-II G.P/ 5th
S.F.C, 802/R-11 G.P/ C.F.C.G,
803/R-Il G.P / 5th S.F.C,
804/R-11 G.P/C.F.C.G, 805/R-
Il G.P/C.F.C.G, Date-
20/08/2025 for E-NIT Bid Sub-
mission End Date- 29.08.2025
14.30 Hours (upto 1.00 p.m)
Date of Opening Technical Bid —
01.09.2025 after 14.30 hours or
may be extend due any Quarries.

Sd/-

Ramganj-II Gram Panchayat
Islampur, Uttar Dinajpur
%% % % For Details Please Visit

UDZP & W.B.E. Tender Site

(Tender Id.: 2025_MAD_ 893135
(Tender Id.: 2025 MAD_ 893142
(
(Tender Id.: 2025 MAD_ 893279
(
(

Tender Id.: 2025 _MAD_ 893320

www.wbtenders.gov.in

e- TENDER NOTICE

The Chairman, Falakata Municipality invites e-tender for 20 nos. De-
velopment Works in different places within Falakata Municipality.
(i) eNIT No.: 10 of FM/DEV./2025-26

1to5)

(ii) eNIT No.: 11 of FM/DEV./2025-26

1to4)

iii) eNIT No.: 12 of FM/DEV./2025-26

1to7)

iv) eNIT No.: 13 of FM/DEV. /2025-26

1to4)

Last Date of submission 06~ Sep- 2025 04:00 PM
Details of Tender Documents may be downloaded from

Sd/-
Chairman,
Falakata Municipality

ABRIDGED e-TENDER NOTICE

14/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,
16/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,
18/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,

U 2.0.
TENDER ID:-
2025 _MAD 893410 1,

2025_MAD__893351_
2025 MAD_893397_1.

THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER,
INVITES E-TENDERs ON ONLINE MODE AS PER NIeT
NO:- 12/MKG/NIeT/2025-26, 13/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,

MEKLIGAN] MUNICIPALITY,
MEKLIGANJ, COOCH BEHAR.

MEKLIGANJ MUNICIPALITY

15/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,
17/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,
19/MKG/NIeT/2025-26,

20/MKG/NIeT/2025-26, DT. —20/08 /2025 UNDER SBM-

2025 _MAD_893414_1,

2025 MAD_893410_2,2025_MAD_ 893410 3,
2025 MAD_ 893226 _1,2025_MAD_ 893314 _1,
2025 MAD_ 893325 _1,2025_MAD_ 893337 _1,
1,2025_ MAD_893394_1,

BID SUBMISSION END DATE:- 06.09.2025 AT 2:00 PM &
30.08.2028 AT 02:00 PM. DETAILS OF TENDER DOCU-

MENTS MAY BE DOWNLOADED FROM
www.wbtenders.gov.in.
Sd/-
Executive Officer,
Mekliganj Municipality,
Mekliganj, Cooch Behar.
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Government of West Bengal
Notice inviting e- Bid

Chairman, Dalkhola Municipality
On behalf of the Board of Coun-
cillors invites following

e-NIT - WBMAD/CM/DLK/NIT-
10(e)/25-26

Tender ID: 2025_
MAD_893231_1to 2

1. Bid proposal submission start
date- 22.08.2025 at 17.00 Hrs

2. Bid proposal submission clos-
ing date- 11.09.2025 at 17.00
Hrs

3. Bid opening for technically
evaluation date- 13.09.2025 at
17.00 Hrs

Sd/-
Chairman
Dalkhola Municipality
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i i‘;‘; W | eProcurement System of Government of West Bengal
3 est peng -
Iy ’ E_{J B Tender Details
| a . - ‘_
% lenge rs Date : 11-Nov-2025 03:58 PM
& Print
Basic Details
Organisation Chain MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT||URBAN LOCAL BODIES||MEKHLIGANJ]
Tender Reference
Number 12/MKG/NIeT/2025-26
Tender ID 2025_MAD_893414 1 Withdrawal Allowed Yes
Tender Type Open Tender Form of contract Percentage
Tender Category Works No. of Covers 2
General Technical No ItemWise Technical Evaluation No
Evaluation Allowed Allowed
Payment Mode Online Is Multi Currency Allowed For No
BOQ
Is Multi Currency P
Allowed For Fee No Allow Two Stage Bidding No
Payment Instruments Cover Details, No. Of Covers - 2
Online S.No |Bank Name Cover No |Cover Document Type Description
Bankers |, ICICI BANK Fee/PreQual
1 hnical .pdf NIeT
2 ICICI NEFT/RTGS [Technica
.pdf 2911
.pdf OTHERS DOC
2 Finance Xls BOQ
Other Important Documents
S.No |Category Sub Category Sub Category Description Format/File
VAT/SALES TAX REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE ALONG WITH
1 CERTIFICATES CERTIFICATES IACKNOWLEDGEMENT , PAN,
LATEST IT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT,
PTAX,LABOUR LICENCE
2 CERTIFICATES Provident Fund Certificate Provident Fund Certificate
Employees State Insurance Employees State Insurance
3 CERTIFICATES Certificate Certificate
4 CERTIFICATES GST Registration Certificate GST Registration Certificate
5 CERTIFICATES Bank Solvency Certificate Bank Solvency Certificate
6 CERTIFICATES Permanent Account Number Permanent Account Number
PARTNERSHIP DEED,
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY BYLAW,
7 COMPANY DETAILS COMPANY DETAILS 1 MOA, TRADE LICENCE, COMPANY
REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE
8 COMPANY DETAILS COMPANY DETAILS 2 COMPANY DETAILS 2
9 CREDENTIAL CREDENTIAL 1 CREDENTIAL 1
10 CREDENTIAL CREDENTIAL 2 COMPLETION CERTIFICATES
11 DECLARATION DECLARATION FILE 1 DECLARATION FILE 1
12 DECLARATION DECLARATION FILE 2 DECLARATION FILE 2
13 EQUIPMENT LABORTARY LABORTARY
14 EQUIPMENT MACHINERIES 1 MACHINERIES 1
15 FINANCIAL INFO PAYMENT CERTIFICATE 1 PAYMENT CERTIFICATE 1
16 FINANCIAL INFO PAYMENT CERTIFICATE 2 PAYMENT CERTIFICATE 2
17 FINANCIAL INFO WORK IN HAND WORK IN HAND
P/L AND BALANCE SHEET P/L AND BALANCE SHEET
18 FINANCIAL INFO 2021-22 2021-22

11/11/2025 3:58 PM



eProcurement System of Government of West Bengal

2 of 3

https://wbtenders.gov.in/nicgep/app?component=$DirectLink&page=Pub...

19 |FINANCIAL INFO ST FINANCIAL YEAR _LAST FINANCIAL VEAR.
20  [FINANCIAL INFO % ng'\g BALANCE SHEET Fz’{)LzzA_l\élg BALANCE SHEET

21 |FINANCIAL INFO PIL AND BALANCE SHEET PIL. AND BALANCE SHEET

22 |FINANCIAL INFO % in'\;'g BALANCE SHEET ;{)inl\élg BALANCE SHEET

23 |MANPOWER TECHNICAL PERSONNEL TECHNICAL PERSONNEL ON
24 |MANPOWER TECHNICAL PERSONNEL ON | TECHNICAL PERSONNEL ON

Tender Fee Details, [Total Fee in ¥ * - 5,000]

EMD Fee Details

Tender Fee in ¥ 5,000

Fee Payable To Nil Fee Payable At |Ni|
Tender Fee No

Exemption Allowed

EMD Amount in¥ 52,541 EMD Exemption No
Allowed

EMD Fee Type percentage |EMD Percentage 2.0%

EMD Payable To Nil EMD Payable At Nil

Click to view modification history

Work /Item(s)

Title

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW PUBLIC TOILET BLOCK

Work Description

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW PUBLIC TOILET BLOCK (10 SEATED TOILET AND 10 SEATED URINAL) AT MEKLIGAN]
SD HOSPITAL AT WARD NO- 1 UNDER MEKLIGANJ MUNICIPALITY. (MODEL C)

Pre Qualification
Details

Please refer Tender documents.

Independent External |NA
Monitor/Remarks

Show Tender Value in |Yes

Public Domain

Tender Value in ¥ 26,27,039 Product Category CIVIL AND Sub category NA

ELECTRICAL WORKS

Contract Type Tender Bid Validity(Days) 120 Period Of Work(Days) (90

Location Mekliganj Pincode 735304 Pre Bid Meeting Place |NA
Municipality

Pre Bid Meeting NA Pre Bid Meeting Date NA Bid Opening Place Mekliganj

Address Municipality

Should Allow NDA No Allow Preferential No

Tender Bidder

Critical Dates

Publish Date 22-Aug-2025 10:00 AM Bid Opening Date 08-Sep-2025 02:00 PM

Document Download / Sale Start
Date

22-Aug-2025 11:00 AM

Document Download / Sale End
Date

06-Sep-2025 02:00 PM

Clarification Start Date

NA

Clarification End Date

NA

Bid Submission Start Date

22-Aug-2025 11:30 AM

Bid Submission End Date

06-Sep-2025 02:00 PM

Financial Bid Opening Date

27-Sep-2025 12:00 PM

Tender Documents

NIT

Document S.No|Document Name

Description

Document Size
(in KB)

1 'Tendernotice_1.pdf

NIeT

1309.30

'Tendernotice_2.pdf

TENDER FORM

917.57

11/11/2025 3:58 PM
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Work Item .

Documents |/S:.No Document Type Document Name Description I()i:c:;;ent Size
1 'Tender Documents 12.pdf ESTIMATE 1292.98

BOQ BOQ_2015507.xls BOQ 295.50|

Latest Corrigendum List

S.No Corrigendum Title Corrigendum Type View

1 Other Other i |

Bid Openers List

S.No Bid Opener Login Id Bid Opener Name Certificate Name

1. nischalsubba0@gmail.com NISCHAL SUBBA Nischal Subba

2. royc.siddhartha@gmail.com SIDHARTHA ROY CHOWDHURY Siddhartha Roy Chowdhury

3. tapasisarkarce@gmail.com ROY SARKAR TAPASI RANI TAPASI RANI ROY SARKAR

Tender Properties

Auto Tendering Process |No Show Technical bid status Yes

allowed

Show Finance bid Yes Stage to disclose Bid Details in PublicTechnical Bid Opening

status Domain

model

BoQ Comparative Chart [Normal

BoQ Compartive chart decimal places

w

BoQ Comparative Chart L

Rank Type

Form Based BoQ

No

Tender Inviting Authority

Name

Executive Officer, Mekliganj Municipality.

Address

Mekliganj Municipality.

Tender Creator Details

Created By

SIDHARTHA ROY CHOWDHURY

Designation

Executive Officer

Created Date

21-Aug-2025 07:40 PM
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